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Figure 4-6. Harrison County has many scenic roadways that provide relaxing drives across the 
county.  This plan calls for the adoption of  ordinances to protect these scenic corridors. 

Source: Joshua Anderson and Bridget Troy

Figure 4-5. Providing for bike lanes and paths is an important action for creating a multimodal 
transportation network. In some locations existing right-of-way could be used to provide a lane 
or path.

Source: Amy Miller and Sarah Landers

Action 4. Implement a complete streets policy requiring all roadway projects consider the addition of  sidewalks, 
bicycle facilities, and public transit access.

Action 5. Encourage the creation of  walk and ride days for citizens to use alternative transportation.

STRATEGY C. Explore sources of  funding to maintain and improve existing roadways.

Action 1. Pursue opportunities to partner with other organizations to fund roadway improvements.  (See the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation chapter for further detail on partnerships.)

GOAL 3. IMPROVE AND MAINTAIN ROADWAY SAFETY.

STRATEGY A. Establish appropriate traffic controls.

Action 1. Complete traffic assessments to determine anticipated traffic control needs.

Action 2. Post speed limit signs where residents and law enforcement report speed problems.

Action 3. Implement traffic calming measures to slow traffic speed in targeted areas (See the Safe Communities 
Chapter for further detail on transportation safety).

Action 4.  Minimize the use of  continuous center turn lanes and promote the inclusion of  medians to separate 
opposing traffic.

STRATEGY B. Ensure that suitable evacuation routes exist in the event of  an emergency.

Action 1.  Make needed improvements along existing evacuation routes.

Action 2.  Develop new evacuation routes along existing and/or new roads. 

Action 3. Ensure that signage is clearly visible to route citizens along evacuation routes.

STRATEGY C: Improve safe pedestrian access across US Highway 90, US Highway 49 and other highways. 

Action 1. Identify locations for additional pedestrian crossings.

Action 2. Provide signaling or warning lights for pedestrian crossings not located at signalized intersections. 

Action 3. Improve safety of  pedestrian crossings at signalized intersections through the use of  striping, paving, 
landscaping, and signage. 

GOAL 4. PROTECT THE SCENIC CHARACTER OF HARRISON COUNTY’S TRANSPORTATION 
CORRIDORS.

STRATEGY A. Protect scenic corridors.

Action 1. Support the implementation of  the Harrison County Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan for 
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State Highway 67.

Action 2. Apply for Scenic Byway designations for State Highway 601, 605 and State Highway 53.

Action 3. Develop a scenic corridor ordinance 605, to protect the rural integrity of  designated scenic roadways 
in Harrison County.

Action 4. Develop a road signage plan that identifies historic sites and sites of  natural significance along scenic 
highways.

STRATEGY B. Preserve the quiet residential and scenic nature of  rural roadways.

Action 1. Support limiting growth on most of  the scenic roadways in Restricted Growth (G-1) sectors.

Action 2. Adopt a scenic roadway ordinance to protect the character of  rural roadways identified in the community 
plans.

CONCEPTS

Highway Enhancements
The highways of  Harrison County serve as gateways for tourists visiting the Mississippi Gulf  Coast. Tourists’ 

impressions of  the county are shaped in part by the appearance of  the highways on which they arrive. The designation 
of  State Highway 67 as a State Scenic Byway allows its corridor to be protected and its attractive appearance to be 
maintained. The adoption of  land use controls along State Highway 67 and other targeted highways and roadways, 
based on their scenic character should be implemented to ensure an attractive appearance for residents and tourists.  

As new highways are constructed, their appearance should be considered. With the reconstruction of  the US 
Highway 90 bridges, lighting, art, and other enhancements were incorporated into the design. There are opportunities 
to enhance other highways as construction occurs. The proposed interchange at State Highway 53 and State Route 
601 would be an ideal location for a bridge enhancement to create an attractive gateway, including landscaping and an 
improved bridge design. By creating gateway style bridges, visitors to the county would have an indication of  when they 
are leaving Gulfport and entering the communities of  unincorporated Western Harrison County. See Figure 4-7 for 
an example of  a gateway improvement. As other highways are constructed or reconstructed, enhancements should be 
implemented.

Transportation Improvements
The Concept Plan acknowledges a need for increased roadway connectivity in Harrison County. The majority of  

roadways within the county run in a north-south direction, and opportunities for east-west travel are limited, so special 
consideration was given to enhancing east-west connectivity. The development of  additional east-west roadways would 
increase overall mobility in the county.  For example, a road extending Allen Road from Three Rivers Road to Lorraine 
Road has strong community support.
  

Transportation Land Use Connections
Coordination of  transportation and land use planning allows rural communities facing growth pressure, such 

as Harrison County, to establish a framework for how and where growth should occur, to improve connectivity and 
accessibility, and to help preserve rural character. The transportation planning will allow the County to face the challenges 
of  increasing traffic and connectivity and to create opportunities for pedestrians and cyclists. Many strategies can be 
utilized by the County to increase the coordination of  transportation and land use planning to achieve tangible results. 

Three key areas for greater success in transportation and land use planning coordination in Harrison County 
include this plan, corridor planning, and updating of  the Harrison County Land Development Regulations. Increased 
attention to these key areas will provide for a more efficient and coordinated transportation and land use pattern in 
future development.  

The G-3 sectors are expected to have multi-story buildings and significant density. Given the development 

Figure 4-7. Enhancing highway bridges is one way to create community identity and increase the 
quality of  experience for tourists.

Source: Matthew Leasure
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type, it is appropriate to provide transit service, bicycle parking areas, and significant 
roadway connectivity to ensure mobility.  In the G-2 sectors, significant residential 
and community commercial development is expected. This growth will need to be 
supported with roadway expansions, the availability of  vanpools and transit service 
in some areas. The G-1 sector is expected to remain rural and should be supported 
with transportation enhancements that improve safety and new roadways to increase 
access.

Corridor Planning
Harrison County should analyze the conditions of  the major corridors 

throughout the planning area and utilize appropriate planning strategies to ensure 
compatibility of  land use and transportation infrastructure. A corridor management 
plan has been developed for State Highway 67 and should serve as the baseline 
for the development of  corridor management plans for all the major corridors 
throughout the planning area. As the county continues to grow, these corridors will 
face continued development pressure. 

Corridor planning should work to minimize the impact of  development 
on existing transportation infrastructure and limit development in areas in need of  
transportation improvements. 

Corridor planning should identify areas with appropriate infrastructure 
capacity to support new development.  The County should collaborate with local 
jurisdictions to address issues along the length of  the corridors that traverse the 
county, so as not to address issues solely to the border of  the unincorporated area. 
As discussed in the Intergovernmental chapter. Effective corridor planning should 
also identify techniques that will help to mitigate the impact of  development. These 
techniques include the creation of  access management policies, which allow for 
the efficient movement of  traffic along arterial roadways and the creation of  more 
pedestrian-friendly environments. Access management techniques include regulation 
of  the number of  curb cuts, spacing and design of  driveways, and shared parking 
techniques, among others. Application of  access management techniques will ensure 
that the county’s highways do not become another US Highway 49.

Complete Streets
Complete streets are designed to allow safe access for all users including 

pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders. A complete streets policy allows 
land use departments, as well as transportation agencies, to coordinate to make sure 
that the right-of-way is accessible for all users. The idea is that when improvements 
are made to a road, such as reconstruction, new construction or expansion that 
sidewalks and bicycle access should be considered. For example, in a new street 
project consideration may be given to crosswalks, bus pullouts, sidewalks, and other 
features. By providing complete streets, citizens have more choices in travel options. 
The citizens of  Harrison County have repeatedly requested more sidewalks and Map 4-1. Future Roadway Improvements

Source: Gulf  Regional Planning Commission
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Map 4-2. Proposed Pedestrian and Bicycle Routes
Source: Gulf  Regional Planning Commission

cycling options. By utilizing a complete streets policy, citizens’ access to 
multiple modes of  transportation would increase.  The promotion and 
development of  complete streets could significantly benefit citizens by 
providing a safer travel environment and encouraging more active and 
healthy lifestyles.  

Walk and Ride Days
Walk and Ride Days could be scheduled on an annual basis, or more 

frequently if  desired, where citizens are encouraged to use alternative forms 
of  transportation such as bicycling, walking, or riding public transit. In 
many communities the Walk and Ride Day is sponsored by local businesses 
who provide prizes and discounts for those participating.  Providing safe 
opportunities for children to walk or bike to school, parks and ball fields 
would also be of  great benefit to the county’s youth.  

Figure 4-8. Walk and Ride days would encourage people to take 
the bus, bicycle, or walk rather than drive to work.

Source: Megan Dunton
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Strategy Goal 1: Povide a transportation network that supports growth Responsible Parties Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20

1A Provide an adequate roadway network to support growth.

Action 1
Maintain and enhance mobility by interconnecting major G-3 sectors with a system of  arterial and collector roads, 
with public transit access. Harrison County

Action 2
Coordinate with the Mississippi Department of  Transportation (MDOT) to ensure that traffic control devices are 
added in urbanizing areas. Harrison County, MDOT

Action 3

Coordinate with MDOT on the design of  the interchange on State Route 601 and State Highway 53 to ensure that 
the aesthetics of  the overpass help enhance the character of  Western Harrison County by creating an attractive 
gateway. Harrison County, MDOT TR-5

Action 4
Amend the subdivision regulations to require appropriate setbacks along collector and arterial roadways to prepare 
for potential future roadway expansions. Harrison County Engineer

Action 5 Require traffic studies as part of  development proposals in the G-2, G-3, and Special District sectors. Harrison County Zoning Office

Action 6
Ensure that traffic mitigation measures identified through the site plan approval process are implemented concurrent 
to development. Harrison County Zoning Office

1B Provide an adequate transit network to support growth.

Action 1 Encourage development that will support the use of  public transit. Harrison County

Action 2 Partner with the Coast Transit Authority to ensure public transit is highly accessible in G-3 sectors. Harrison County, CTA

Action 3 Explore providing transit service or commuter van services in G-2 sectors. Harrison County, CTA

Action 4 Continue efforts in partnership with the Coast Transit Authority to improve transit service. Harrison County, CTA

Action 5
Ensure that transit-supportive infrastructure improvements such as sidewalks, bus pullouts, etc are included in trans-
portation improvement projects.  Harrison County, CTA TR-5

Action 6 Expand the number of  bus stops along US Highway 90 as redevelopment occurs. Harrison County, CTA

1C Provide an adequate airport network to support growth.

Action 1 Improve transportation access to the Biloxi-Gulfport International Airport.
Harrison County, Gulfport, 
Gulfport-Biloxi Intl. Airport

1D Ensure rail corridors serve current and planned freight and passengers

Action 1 Explore adding bike trails along rail corridors. Harrison County, GRPC TR-4

Action 2 Ensure public transit is provided at intercity rail stations in the county. Harrison County, CTA

Action 3 Improve rail-crossing safety (for example, with gates and signals) as development occurs along rail corridors. Harrison County

Action 4

Partner with rail operators and freight companies to encourage the establishment of  load-out sites and freight car 
staging areas in proximity to planned industrial parks and industrial sites without major disruptions to roadway traf-
fic.

Harrison County, rail operators, 
freight companies

Action 5 Restore Amtrak service to Harrison County. Harrison County, Amtrak
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Goal 2: Improve mobility and roadway connectivity in Harrison County Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20

2A Improve the design and functionality of  the roadway network in Harrison County.

Action 1
Apply for the Mississippi Department of  Transportation State Aid Program to create connector roads in developing 
areas outside of  the urban service area. Harrison County

Action 2 Ensure that all roadways are easily identifiable, with appropriate signage in the public right-of-way. Harrison County

Action 3
Promote the installation of  gateways at the entrances to communities through landscaping and other streetscape 
elements. Harrison County

Action 4 Include pedestrian and bicycle amenities in appropriate areas to promote safe, non-motorized means of  travel. Harrison County

2B
Require new residential and commercial development to connect with existing and proposed development by includ-
ing future access points and shared parking easements.

Action 1
Develop access management strategies that encourage the use of  shared parking agreements and limit the number 
of  curb cuts in a possible development.

Harrison County Engineer, Har-
rison County Zoning Office

Action 2

Promote walkable neighborhoods by revising subdivision regulations to require sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle im-
provements and other necessary pedestrian facilities in G-2 and G-3 sectors. (See the Healthy Communities chapter 
for further detail on walkability.) Harrison County Engineer

Action 3 Amend the subdivision regulations to encourage connections between subdivisions. Harrison County Engineer

Action 4
Implement a complete streets policy requiring all roadway projects consider the addition of  sidewalks, bicycle facili-
ties, and public transit access. Harrison County, GRPC

Action 5 Encourage the creation of  walk and ride days for citizens to use alternative transportation. Harrison County, GRPC

2C Explore sources of  funding to maintain and improve existing roadways.

Action 1
Pursue opportunities to partner with other organizations to fund roadway improvements.  (See the Intergovernmen-
tal Cooperation chapter for further detail on partnerships.) Harrison County, GRPC, MDOT

TR-1, TR-3, TR-5, 
Tr-6, TR-8, TR-9
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Goal 2: Improve mobility and roadway connectivity in Harrison County Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20

2A Improve the design and functionality of  the roadway network in Harrison County.

Action 1
Apply for the Mississippi Department of  Transportation State Aid Program to create connector roads in developing 
areas outside of  the urban service area. Harrison County

Action 2 Ensure that all roadways are easily identifiable, with appropriate signage in the public right-of-way. Harrison County

Action 3
Promote the installation of  gateways at the entrances to communities through landscaping and other streetscape 
elements. Harrison County

Action 4 Include pedestrian and bicycle amenities in appropriate areas to promote safe, non-motorized means of  travel. Harrison County

2B
Require new residential and commercial development to connect with existing and proposed development by includ-
ing future access points and shared parking easements.

Action 1
Develop access management strategies that encourage the use of  shared parking agreements and limit the number 
of  curb cuts in a possible development.

Harrison County Engineer, Har-
rison County Zoning Office

Action 2

Promote walkable neighborhoods by revising subdivision regulations to require sidewalks, crosswalks, bicycle im-
provements and other necessary pedestrian facilities in G-2 and G-3 sectors. (See the Healthy Communities chapter 
for further detail on walkability.) Harrison County Engineer

Action 3 Amend the subdivision regulations to encourage connections between subdivisions. Harrison County Engineer

Action 4
Implement a complete streets policy requiring all roadway projects consider the addition of  sidewalks, bicycle facili-
ties, and public transit access. Harrison County, GRPC

Action 5 Encourage the creation of  walk and ride days for citizens to use alternative transportation. Harrison County, GRPC

2C Explore sources of  funding to maintain and improve existing roadways.

Action 1
Pursue opportunities to partner with other organizations to fund roadway improvements.  (See the Intergovernmen-
tal Cooperation chapter for further detail on partnerships.) Harrison County, GRPC, MDOT

TR-1, TR-3, TR-5, 
Tr-6, TR-8, TR-9

Goal 3: Improve and maintain Roadway Safety Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20

3A Establish appropriate traffic controls.

Action1 Complete traffic assessments to determine anticipated traffic control needs. Harrison County, GRPC

Action 2 Post speed limit signs where residents and law enforcement report speed problems. Harrison County Roads Dept

Action 3
Implement traffic calming measures to slow traffic speed in targeted areas (See the Safe Communities Chapter for 
further detail on transportation safety). Harrison County Roads Dept

Action 4
Minimize the use of  continuous center turn lanes and promote the inclusion of  medians to separate opposing traf-
fic. Harrison County Roads Dept

3B Ensure that suitable evacuation routes exist in the event of  an emergency.

Action 1 Make needed improvements along existing evacuation routes.
Harrison County Roads Dept, 
Civil Defense Dept

Action 2 Develop new evacuation routes along existing and/or new roads 
Harrison County Roads Dept, 
Civil Defense Dept

Action 3 Ensure that signage is clearly visible to route citizens along evacuation routes.
Harrison County Roads Dept, 
Civil Defense Dept

3C Improve safe pedestrian access across US Highway 90, US Highway 49 and other highways. 

Action 1 Identify locations for additional pedestrian crossings. Harrison County Roads Dept TR-1

Action 2 Provide signaling or warning lights for pedestrian crossings not located at signalized intersections. Harrison County Roads Dept

Action 3
Improve safety of  pedestrian crossings at signalized intersections through the use of  striping, paving, landscaping, 
and signage. Harrison County Roads Dept

TR-1

Goal 4: Protect the scenic character of  Harrison County’s transportation corridors Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20

4A Protect scenic corridors.

Action1
Support the implementation of  the Harrison County Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan for State Highway 
67. Harrison County

TR-2, TR-4, TR-5, 
TR-7

Action 2 Apply for Scenic Byway designations for State Highway 605 and State Highway 53.
Harrison County Beautification 
Commission

Action 3 Develop a scenic corridor ordinance to protect the rural integrity of  designated scenic roadways in Harrison County. Harrison County Zoning Office

Action 4 Develop a signage plan that identifies historic sites and sites of  natural significance along scenic highways. Harrison County, MSGCCVB TR-2, TR-5

4B Preserve the quiet residential and scenic nature of  rural roadways.

Action 1 Support limiting growth on most of  the scenic roadways in G-1 sectors. Harrison County

Action 2 Adopt a scenic roadway ordinance to protect the character of  rural roadways identified in the community plans. Harrison County


