





Figure 8-7. Signage provides visual cues to tourists and residents about the location of activities. The example signs below illustrate a canoe drop-in point, a horse riding trail, the sand beach,
and a working waterfront along the beach. The numbers can be tied to a destination map provided to tourists and trail names can be included where appropriate.
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Goal 1: Enhance nature-based tourism through high quality amenities
Strategy and facilities. Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20
Develop a certification system through the MGCCVB to acknowledge tourism
1A Action 1 businesses that provide superior amenities. Harrison County, MGCCVB
Encourage the adoption of roadway segments in the vicinity of high tourist
1B Action1  activity. Harrison County , Land Trust, MDOT
Harrison County, Coast Guard, MDMR, Land
Action 2 Develop an “adopt-a—waterway” program for clean-ups on waterways. Trust
Action 3 Partner with the Coast Guard to clean and maintain the bayous and bay. Harrison County, Coast Guard Land and Water Conservation Fund
Support the efforts of the Gulf Coast Heritage Trails working group
1C Action1l  (GCHTWAG) in their formulation of a comprehensive trails plan. Harrison County, GCHTWG Recreational trails Program,Conservation Fund
Harrison County, Land Trust for the Mississippi
Coordinate with agencies to obtain conservation easements along the rivers ~ Coastal Plain (LTMCP), MDMR, Wolf River = Outdoor Recreation-Acquisition, Development
Action 2 publicly accessible from recreational trails. Conservation Society (WRCS). and Planning
Provide facilities such as bird- watching towers, boardwalks, and fishing piers
at appropriate Outdoor Recreation-Acquisition, Development
1D Action 1  identified locations. Harrison County and Planning
Harrison County , MDMR, Land and Water
Conservation Fund of the Mississippi Depart-
Coordinate with agencies to obtain funding for enhancement of water-based ment of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks (LWCF-
Action 2 activities. MDWEP) Boat Access Program
Identify locations and funding opportunities to install floating docks along
Action 3 waterways Harrison County Boat Access Program
Support the development of green casinos and resorts with integrated Mississippi Tourism Incentive/Rebate Program,
1E Action1  nature-based activities. Harrison County Mississippi Tourism Matching Grants Program
Expose potential developers to examples of unique concepts for tourist Hartison County Tourism Commission (HCTC),Mississippi Tourism Incentive/Rebate Program,
Action2  accommodation. MGCCVB Mississippi Tourism Matching Grants Program
Harrison County Zoning Office, Harrison
Action 3 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow summer camps as a conditional use. ~ County Board of Supervisors
Encourage the development of RV parks in A-1 Districts with design stan- Outdoor Recreation-Acquisition, Development
Action 4 dards that ensure a high quality experience for visitors. Harrison County , MDOT and Planning
Outdoor Recreation-Acquisition, Development
Support the Harrison County School District in identifying a site for an and Planning, L.and and Water Conservation
Action 5 outdoor nature education facility. Harrison County School District Fund
1F Action1  Develop new landmarks along the beach. MDMR, Harrison County, MGCCVB
Add picnic areas, pavilions, and playgrounds at designated points along the
Action 2 beach. MDMR, Harrison County, MGCCVB
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Goal 2. Ensure a visitable environment for tourists by providing easy

Strategy and attractive access to nature-based activities. Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20
Coordinate with agencies to acquire conservation easements to provide public
2A Action1  access to waterways. Harrison County, LTMCP, WRCS, and MDMR American Waterfront Revitalization Coalition
Create a sponsorship program allowing county businesses and industries to
sponsor public
Action 2 access points to area rivers and beaches. Harrison County
Utilize the MDMR Boat Access program to fund public boat access points on
Action3  county waterways. Harrison County MDMR Boat Access program fund
Work with agencies to explore the provision of public access points along
waterways, and structures, such as bird-watching towers, boardwalks, and fish- Harrison County , LTMCP, the WRCS, and
Action 4  ing piers. MDMR MDMR Boat Access program fund
Harrison County , LTMCP, the Wolf River Con-
servation Society, and Mississippi Department
Action 5 Create accessible fishing piers, boardwalks, and canoe launch points. of Marine Resources American Waterfront Revitalization Coalition
Action 6 Ensure trails in Harrison County are accessible for all users. GCHTWG, Harrison County Recreational trails Program,Conservation Fund
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Place directional sighage along access roads to guide visitors to nature-based Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
2B Action1  activities. Harrison County Events Marketing )
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Place information and way-finding markers at access points to nature-based Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
Action 2 activities. Harrison County Events Marketing )
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Develop interpretative signage to educate users about sites of nature-based Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
Action 3 activities. Harrison County , MGCCVB Events Marketing )
Support individual community efforts to site and place community entrance
2C Action 1 signs. Harrison County, MGCCVB
Action 2 Enhance community entrance gateways with attractive landscaping, Harrison County, MGCCVB
Develop signature gateways welcoming visitors to major activity nodes along
Action 3 the beach. Harrison County, MGCCVB
Support the development of additional parking spaces south of the seawall
2D Action 1 and north of US Highway 90 MDOT, Harrison County
Action 2 Expand the boardwalk to provide improved access for pedestrians. MDMR, Harrison County, MGCCVB
Action 3 Create accessible points along the beach that can be reached by all users. MDMR, Harrison County, MGCCVB
Create pedestrian and bicycle paths along the beach that connect major activity
Action4  centets. MDMR, Harrison County, MGCCVB




Goal 3. Develop resources to educate tourists and residents about the
Strategy availability of tourism activities. Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Partner to develop print media, and television advertising to market available Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
BA Action 1 tourism activities. MGCCVB, HCTC Events Marketing )
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
Action 2 Expand advertising of tourism activities on existing web resources. Harrison County, MGCCVB, HCTC Events Marketing )
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Advertise through direct mailing in utility bills and community newspapers to Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
3B Action1  inform residents about tourist attractions. Harrison County Events Marketing )
Partner to encourage private businesses to sponsor annual free or discount
days for Harrison County MGCCVB, HCTC, the Chamber of
Action 2 residents to visit local toutism attractions. Commerce Private Businesses in Harrison County
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restoration
Promote the development of outdoor education programs in Harrison CountyHarrison County , Harrison County School Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion and
Action 3 schools. District Events Marketing )
Approach the Mississippi State University (MSU) Extension Service to estab-
lish outdoor research
Action 4 laboratories that will also be used as nature centers. Harrison County , MSU
Work with the MSU Extension Service to provide a naturalist at nature cen-
Action 5 ters. Harrison County , MSU
South Mississippi Tourism Industry Restora-
tion Grant Program(Advertising, Promotion
Partner with organizations to utilize land for outdoor environmental education and Events Marketing ), National Geographic
Action 6 programming, Nature Conservancy Conservaion Fund

Figure 8-8. The Gulfport Sportsplex attracts tourists from across the
state who come to watch baseball and other sports tournaments.
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(Endnotes)

'TNS. (2007). Biloxi/ Gulfport, Mississippi travels America visitor profile report., Novenber 2007. Rettieved April 6, 2008

The Nature Conservancy. (2008). What is Ecotoutism, 2008. Retrieved Februaty 7, 2008 from http://www.nature.org/aboutus/
travel/ecotourism/about/art667.html

'TNS. (2007). Biloxi/ Gulfport, Mississippi travels America visitor profile report., Novenber 2007. Retrieved April 6, 2008

Ibid
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Goal 4. Encourage tourism that supports the natural environment and

Strategy enhances the health of natural resources. Responsible Parties Grant Funding Immediate Year 1 Short-term Year 2-5 Mid-term Year 6-10 Long-term Year 11-20
Create a site planning and management guide for the integration nature-based
4A Action 1. activities without degrading the natural environment. Harrison County Land and Water Conservation Fund
Provide handouts on best practices in siting and building to mitigate adverse
Action 2 effects on the natural environment. Harrison County Land and Water Conservation Fund
Use the Harrison County website to make information available on site plan-
Action 3 ning and best building practices in sensitive environments. Harrison County Land and Water Conservation Fund
Encourage the use of Low Impact Development techniques the construction Harrison County Zoning Office, Harrison
Action4  of tourism facilities. County Board of Supervisors
Amend the Zoning Code for resort commercial districts to encourage devel- Harrison County Zoning Office, Harrison
4B Action1  opers to integrate nature-based recreational amenities in their site plans. County Board of Supervisors
Amend the Zoning Otrdinance to require developer agreements for the provi-
sion of infrastructure Harrison County Zoning Office, Harrison
Action 2 and public facilities to mitigate their impact. County Board of Supervisors
4C Action1  Enact measures that will minimize wind-blown erosion of the beach. Harrison County Land and Water Conservation Fund
Partner with MDMR and MDEQ to improve water quality of the Mississippi Land and Water Conservation Fund, National
Action2  Sound. MDMR, MDEQ Geographic Conservaion Fund
Protect wildlife along the beach, through designation and signage of wildlife Land and Water Conservation Fund, National
Action 3 areas. Harrison County , MDMR Geographic Conservaion Fund

Figure 8-9. Visitors to Harrison County often travel using US Highway 90, crossing the Bay of St. Louis bridge. The new bridge has a bicycle lane and has led to many visitors choosing to ride their
bike along the bridge, beach and scenic roadways.
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Source: Eric Lowry
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