


of supervisors levels to make the United States become
more alternative transport/energy reliant. I really believe
it has to happen on the ground level here at some initial
cost (time, money, energy, planning) to the citizens to be
able to make a difference at the top. We must resolve to
create our communities more self reliant from all levels.
5) Resolution: Formulate as a part of the comprehensive
plan to draft legislation to present to the Mississippi State
Legislature a plan to incorporate net metering among
power companies in the state: Alternative energy sources
like solar are great, but unless you want to do more than a
passive solar hot water heater in your home, are not cost
effective unless you can at least try to break even by selling
your excess back to the grid. 35 states in the US have
net metering and 8 more have some sort of cooperative
agreement; Mississippi is only one of seven states that
offers nothing to its residents in the form of buybacks. If
the residents of Harrison County decide that they want
to try to start switching over, maybe we could as part of
the comprehensive plan resolve to introduce a bill to the
State Legislature to allow net metering in a way where it
will be cost effective or at least break even for a small
business or homeowner to install solar (or alternative
energy-wind generators don’t cut it down here b/c we
don’t have enough wind during the year). There is a group
in Louisiana called alliance4energy or something like that
that just helped get that passed in that state. Why can’t we
do that? And be careful that the power companies don’t
lobby to tack on a bunch of junk to the bill that ultimately
makes it NOT cost effective yet makes it pass and make
them look like they are doing a “good thing”. The
Department of Homeland Security should be pushing all
types of mass transit and renewable energy-tanks abroad
can’t run on a bunch of solar panels or could you see our
troops on Segways charging around? Not just yet in my
mind. But I could sure as heck hunker down here in the
states with some solar panels and riding my bike for a
cause. 6) Greenspaces YES! Try to enhance green spaces,
make pocket parks whenever possible on every scrap of
land we can. That does something for people’s souls that’s
indescribable. Visible recreation/resting areas and public
green spaces will reap benefits far beyond the initial cost

outlay, if planned correctly.
You are doing FABULOUS. It is a great document.

I have learned, that in this county, no matter what we the
people want or say the elected do what they and their rich
supporters want to do. Regardless, of my or my neighbors
do or our input... Believe me it is a lost cause.... I will
work, send my kids to a private school.... retire or not...
but when my children are grown I am gone... This place
is Lost to the People. Period... Thanks anyway

Here is my input on the Draft Harrison County
Comprehensive Plan. My main focus is on Connectivity.
So much good work is mentioned in the plan to improve
pedestrian connectivity via green ways and blue ways. With
these improvements the quality of life in Harrison County
will increase greatly! If you take all the efforts mentioned
on connectivity it totals 8 pages alone! How can we keep
up with all the suggestions and recommendations? I
suggest an overall summary and tracking method—see my
recommendations below. Further I will be happy to help—
-let me know if I can be of assistance. Top 4 Suggestions:
1. Develop a county wide tracking sheet to monitor
connectivity efforts (See Attachment 1) 2. Develop a route
system and give names to them such as (See Attachment
2) — G1 (Greenway route 1) — G2 (Greenway route 2)
or — B4 (Blueway route 4) etc. 3. Assign project timelines
for each named greenway and blueway (See Attachment
3) 4. Promote connectivity goals and accomplishments in
newspapers, council meetings and town meetings.

Does this address the proposed property buyout in
the designated zones? Is there any more information
regarding the Corps plans? I've looked briefly at the plan
and don’t see this addressed but haven’t had time to read
it in depth.

Would it be possible to consider at the intersection of
Vidalia and Dubuisson Church Road some County
services. The County already has a Fire Department,
a Ball field, a walking track and property storing heavy
equipment. The St. Ann’s Church property is for sale,
the County could have that intersection. Since we have
so many more people in this area since the storm maybe

the County would consider some satellite offices like Auto
Tags, Property Taxes, Building permits etc. Anything
would help not having to drive all the way to Gulfport.
Also, we need a Library in this area. It is ridiculous to
have to drive all the way to Pass Christian to get a book
for a school report or just to read especially with the price
of gas now. And a Senior’s Citizens activity center would
be great! Not only could they use the walking track they
could use the Library too. Why couldn’t the Harrison
County Library System build a small library out here
for the citizens? Thank you for the opportunity to send
suggestions.

I think things look great and encourage the planning to
proceed—-Seems the character of the county has been
considered tremendously and like the signage idea—-
Thank you so much for your ideas.

I do plan to be at the meeting June 19. Also I will have
one of my Team be at the D’Iberville meeting too. Thank
you so much. PS My wife and I went over the Bay St
Louis bridge a week ago and last night the Ocean Springs
bridge. At least 200 people were on the bridge last night
from 8 to 9:30PM when we were there—all ages and sizes
of people! Many walked, some joggers and bikers. Some
had kids in baby carriages and others had dogs. If you
build the trails, people will come....

I'have been diligently reading the Plan & wish to commend
allonajobwell done !!! Tknow thatlots of people have done
lots of excellent work. Especially, would like to again give
the Ohio State University Team a great big THANKS for
a job well done !l I will e-mail my comments, corrections,
typos, etc., on a Chapter by Chapter basis. Please call me
for any clarifications, comments, etc.

I recently read the Transportation section of the
Comprehensive Plan and would like to share my
thoughts. I am a bicyclist, or rather was but am getting
back into it, and I strongly believe that Harrison County
and the Mississippi Gulf Coast have the opportunity
to become not only more bike friendly, but be a role
model for other southern communities in promoting

alternative transportation access. Recently, I visited

relatives in the Seattle and Bothell, WA area. Seattle is
among a group of bike friendly and alternative
transportation cities in the United States. In fact, Seattle
ranks second, behind Portland, OR, in this area. There are
not only bike lanes and paths, but buses with bike racks,
share-the-road signs, and even bike friendly intersections.
Even drivers are courteous to bicyclists. I feel that the
Mississippi Gulf Coast is in a unique position to become
the premiere bike friendly destination for the South. As
you know, Mississippi is not the most bike friendly state;
many towns and cities are separated by miles and miles
of forested land. However, the cities and towns along
the Gulf Coast are much closer together and form a
scenic route that is enjoyed by local citizens and visitors
alike. With the recent addition of the Bay St. Louis and
Biloxi Bay bridges with their bicycle/pedestrian pathways,
Highway 90 has the potential of becoming a major
alternative transportation corridor. Add to this the scenic
vista of the Mississippi Sound, flat terrain, local businesses
(including two bicycle shops), an active bicycling club and
warm weather, Highway 90 could be the ideal bicycle and
pedestrian transportation route linking Waveland and Bay
St. Louis in the west to Ocean Springs to the east. In the
Comprehensive Plan, it was mentioned that “[s]everal
opinions were offered about how and where to incorporate
bicycle lanes into existing facilities” and “an immense
interest regarding opportunities to develop pedestrian
and/or bicycle-pedestrian amenities along the beachfront”.
While I support the idea of bicycle lanes, my concern is
with shared pedestrian-bicyles paths; namely in regards
to addressing potential conflicts between pedestrians and
bicyclists. While many bicyclists will mostlikely be traveling
a slow, leisurely pace (less than 10 MPH), there are others
who, for any number of reasons (commuting, training,
etc.), wish to travel at a higher rate (between 15 and 20+
MPH). Bicyclists should, therefore, have the option of
either using a shared multi-use path (MUP) or Highway
90. I would also encourage the use of “share-the-road”
signs along streets that, for whatever reason, cannot be
widen or otherwise incorporate bicycle lanes. To address
safety and driver/bicyclist interactions, I would like to
see a comprehensive education and awareness program,
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including, but no limited to, newspaper, television
and radio advertisements, mailing, billboards, and
outreach programs, especially to young drivers
and in drivers education programs. Also, I would
encourage the county to examine intersections that use
inductive loop traffic signals to verify that they can be
activated by a bicycle, and if not, take measures to correct
the problem or offer alternative solutions. I also feel that
county and city governments, along with local businesses,
can help promote bicycling and other alternative
transportation by installing bicycle racks, encourage
employees to carpool and use alternative transportation,
provide public shelters (especially at bus stops), and water
fountains. I also support the idea of a walk and bike
day and encourage county, city and business leaders to
support and promote National Bike Month, along with
National Bike-to-Work Week, which is in May. Another
idea that is currently being used in Washington, D.C. is
the SmartBike, a way for citizens to rent bicycles. It is my
sincere hope that Harrison County, and Gulf Coast City
leaders will seriously consider, implement and promote
alternative transportation. With the rising cost of fuel
and road maintenance, along with concerns about the
environment, physical health and quality of life, I feel that
alternative transportation will only serve to help the Gulf
Coast, its businesses, tourism, and citizens. One need
only look to cities like Seattle, Portland, Copenhagen and
Amsterdam to see what is possible. Thank your for your
time and I look forward to hearing back from you.

Draft Comprehensive Plan Meetings

On June 19" and 21%, 2008 public meetings
were held to review the draft comprehensive plan. The
meeting on the 19™ was held at the West Harrison County
Civic Center and the meeting on the 21* was held at the
D’Iberville Senior Center. These meetings provided an
opportunity for the citizens of Harrison County to provide
feedback on the draft plan and assist in clarifying what
the community wants for the future. Approximately 100
residents attended these meetings. Citizens participated in
electronic voting and dot voting as described below.

Electronic Voting

Harrison County residents were asked to provide
feedback on the degree to which they support the
proposals in the comprehensive plan. In the meeting on
the 19™ electronic keypad voting was used due to a large
crowd and at the meeting on the 21* general discussion
was utilized with individuals providing their opinions on
the key concepts.

Participants in the meetings were asked if they
supported the concept of Green Casinos. Sixty one
people participated in the voting, with 59 percent strongly
supporting and 11 percent supporting the concept
of green casinos. At the second meeting there were
questions and some concern raised about how the zoning
ordinance might be amended, but there was overall
support for the concept. Next, participants were asked
whether they would support the Firewise concept for new
subdivisions. Forty-five percent strongly support and 19
percent support this concept. Participants were asked
whether they would support the development of a land
bank. At the first meeting 24 percent strongly support
and 16 percent support the concept, while 13 percent
were unsure. Twelve percent oppose and 34 percent
strongly oppose this concept, demonstrating a wide mix
of opinions. At the second meeting citizens expressed
support for the concept. Those in opposition at the first
meeting raised concerns about how the program might be
administered and wanted to make sure that it would not
interfere with the free market and minimize politicians
ability to influence land development.

Participants were then asked to vote on a variety
of concepts related to the Sand Beach Master Plan. The
results of this exercise are located in the Sand Beach
Master Plan.

Dot Voting

Citizens were asked to prioritize the strategies
that they most support and indicate any that they do not
support. Participants were provided with green dots which
they were asked to place next to the strategies that they
believe are the highest priority. They were also provided
with red dots which they could use to vote for any
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Do Not Do Not

Land Use Priority Support Transportation Priority Support
Goal 1. Ensure that Harrison County Prepares for growth. _ Goal 1. Provide a transporation network that supports growth.

A. Use the Comprehensive Plan as a guide for future growth and development. 16 0 A. Provide an adequate roadway network to support growth. 16 0
B. Promote growth as specified in the designated zones of the Future Land Use Map. 14 0 B. Provide an adequate transit newtwork to support growth. 15 0
Goal 2. Maintain rural character of the community. _ C. Provide an adequate airport network to support growth. 10 0
A. Promoted low density uses in designated G-1 sectors. 12 ! D. Ensure rail corridors serve current and planned freight and passengers. 42 0
Preserve the quiet and scenic nature of rural areas in Harrison County. 16 0 Goal 2. Improve mobility and roadway connectivity in Harrison County. _
Goal 3. Enhance and preserve the enivronment. _ A. Improve the design and functionality of the roadway network in Harrison County. 20 0
A. Protect the natural features in Harrison County. 16 0 B. Require new residential and commercial development to connect with existing and proposed

B. Encourage the remediation of previous industrial sites. 12 0 development by including future access points and shared parking easements. 10 0
C. Retain and improve wooded areas. 15 0 C. Explore sources of funding to maintain and improve existing roadways. 13 0
D. Protect and enhance the coastal ecosystem from increasing development pressures. 14 0  Goal 3. Improve and maintain roadway safety. _
Goal 4. Provide quality housing choice for all residents. _ A. Establish appropriate traffic controls. 11 0
A. Support mulit-family residential housing in the Intended Growth (G-3) sector in close proximity to B. Ensure that suitable evacuation routes exist in the event of an emergency. 13 0
employment centers and services. " 0 C. Improve safe pedestrian access across US Highway 90, US Highway 49 and other highways. 14 0
B. Rehabilitate residential housing to provide quality housing, increase property values, and improve

the appearance of the county. 14 0 Goal 4. Protect the scenic character of Harrison County’s transportation corridors.

C. Pursue mixed income and supportive services housing. 10 4  A. Protect the scenic corridors. 15 0
Goal 5. Promote principles of new urbanism and green development, _ B. Preserve the quiet residential and scenic nature of rural roadways. 16 0
A. Advocate the creation of ordinances that incorporate the principles of New Urbanism. 15 3
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Do Not Do Not

Healthy Communities Priority Support Safe Communities Priority Support
Goal 1. Improve and create additional recreational opportunities. Goal 1. Ensure resilient growth and development.
A. Maintain and expand parks and recreation opportunities. 15 0 A. Encourage growth in the Controlled Growth (G-2) and Intended Growth (G-3) sectors, with
B. Create new community parks and open-space areas. 16 0 appropriate siting to minimize risk. 8 0
C. Increase awareness of recreational opportunities available in the DeSoto National Forests for B. Encourage developers to contribute to the expansion of infastructure. 12 0
residents. 14 0 C. Increase public safety services. 6 0
Goal 2. Promote the health of Harrison County residents. _ Goal 2. Foster individual and public preparedness. _
A. Promote multimodal transportation routes throughtout Harrison County. 14 0 A. Reduce criminal activity and perceived criminal threats. 10 1
B. Amend subdivision regulations and zoning to improve walkability in Harrison County. 13 0 B. Work with emergency management agencies to regularly update the emergency management and
C. Conduct a roadway assessment for bike lanes and sidewalks. 22 o hazard mitigation plans. 7 0
D. Establish walkable areas and bicycle storage at employment centers and regional commercial C. Educate hor.neowners and developers on fire safety techniques to reduce W|.Idf|re risk. 9 1
centers. 13 o D. Educate residents on how to reduce the effect of development related pollution on stormwater
runoff. 9 0
E. Build connectivity between greenwasy and blueways to enhance physical activities. 11 0 _ _ _ _
F. Promote healthy activites for adults and school children. 12 1 E. Increase public awareness of pedestrian and bicycle safety issues. 10 0
G. Reduce contamination of waterways 13 0 F. Ensure the safety of Harrison County residents and visitors in the event of a hurricane. 10 0
. . . G. Foster partnerships between residents and organizations to provide education about natural
Goal 3. Increase access to healthy food options in Harrison County. : e !
hazards, safety issues, and mitigation strategies. 5 0
A. Develop a Harrison County Land Bank to bring tax-reverted, vacant, and abandoned properties
back into agricultural productive use. 12 6 Goal 3. Encourage the safe movement of people and goods.
B. Promote farmers’ market throughout the county. 20 0 A. Promote safe access for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists. 15 0
C. Promote community gardening. 1 1 B. Ensure safe access to recreational opportunities. 11 0
D. Improve local food accessibility. 11 o Goal 4. Reduce disruptions to essential services during and after hazard events. _
Goal 4. Support social services through the built environment. _ A. Enable rapid restoration of systems and services. 9 2
A. Improve communication among different social service organizations. 11 0 Goal 5. Protect and enhance natural resources to increase their function in mitigating hazards. _
B. Create opportunities for aging in place. 18 0 A. Establish measures to restore the function and quality of wetlands, bayous, floodplains, and forests
C. Improve transportation opportunities for all vulnerable populations. 10 o fomitigate future flood and wind damage. 13 0
B. Provide property owerns financially viable alternatives to rebuilding when their damaged homes are
located in environmentally sensitive areas, 11 1
Goal 6. Promote the reduction of solid waste. _
A. Encourage appropriate disposal and recycling of solid waste. 12 0
Goal 7. Ensure connectivity through optimal telecommunications. _
A. Promote efficient, reliable and aesthetically pleasing communication facilities. 10 0
Goal 8. Reduce the energy costs of development. _
A. Develop Methods to reduce dependency on non-renewable energy sources. 12 0
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Do Not

Economic Vitality Priority Support

Goal 1. A robust economy retaining the unique character of the Mississippi Gulf Coast.

A. Protect and enhance the economic of areas with significant natural or cultural character. 4 0
B. Improve the aesthetics of gateway corridors to enhance or preserve their economic value to the

local place-based economy. 6 0
C. Support the continuous improvement of the Mississippi State Port at Gulfport and the Gulfport-Biloxi

International Airport. 7 1
D. Support the economic vitality of the commercial and charter fishing industries by enhancing the

physical and financial resources available to working waterfronts and water dependent uses. 6 1
Goal 2. An increasing level of diverse economic activity. _
A. Align county resource to support the diversification efforts of economic development organizations. 2 0
B. Facilitate the formalization and/or development of five-year economic development strategies for:

industry, international trade, small business, tourism, technology-based, working waterfront and water-

dependent, and commercial development. 2 0
C. Enhance the climate for increased business investment. 3 0
D. Help create a climate for increased entrepreneurship and small business growth and dvelopment. 5 0

Goal 3. A well-paid, skilled labor force able to compete in the global economy.
A. Support local workforce development efforts.

B. Help prepare the workforce of the future.
C. Support establishment of new or expanded knowledge-based businesses.
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D. Create an environment for all workers to meet basic family needs.
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Tourism

Goal 1. Provide high quality amenities and facilities.

A. Develop policies to provide support facilities for visitors at access points to nature-based activities.
B. Maintain scenic character around nature-based recreation activities.

C. Develop a comprehensive network of greenways and blueways in Harrison County.

D. Support efforts to develop additional water-based recreation facilities.

E. Support efforts to develop ecotourism facilities and tourist housing.

F. Create diverse destinations along the beach.

Goal 2. Create easy and attractive access to nature-based activities.

A. Create public access points to nature-based activites that caters to various users.
B. Establish an attractive and uniform signage system for nature-based activities.

C. Create a distinct identity for Harrison County communties.

D. Support improved beach acces for residents and tourists.

Goal 3. Educate tourists and residents on the availability of tourist activities.
A. Market tourism activties in Harrison County.

B. Increase awareness among residents about existing tourist attractions, including nature-based
activities.

Goal 4. Encouage tourism that supports the natural environment.

A. Promote site planning and building practices that are sensitive to the surrounding natural
environment.

B. Create site planning guidelines for the development of Resort Commercial Districts.
C. Protect and conserve the coastline.

Do Not
Priority Support
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Intergovernmental Cooperation

Goal 1. Increase communication and cooperation between all levels of government in Harrison County.

A. Provide forums for intergovernmental communication and information exchange.
B. Encourage cities to share with the County any plans for major developments that may affect county
plans, roadways, services, or other countywide systems.

C. Work with other jurisidictions to establish a regional multi-modal emergency notification system for
the counties and cities to educate residents and visitos about emergencies.

D. Examine the possibility of utilizing common resources between Harrison County and other local
jurisdictions.

Goal 2. Improve access to opportunities for cooperation among all levels of government within
Harrison County and the larger region.

A. Develop methods for sharing information with other governmental jurisdictions to assist in making
regional decisions.

B. Support opportunities to address issues of limited administrative capacity in order to make
cooperation more accessible for local governments.

Goal 3. Encourage informed leadership committed to the economic vitality of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast.

A. Increase the capacity of Harrison County government to support economic development.
B. Support regional efforts to improve access to economic information.

C. Support place-based economic development.

D. Work cooperatively to strengthen major industry sectors.

E. Provide citizens with opportunities to engage in economic development discussions.

Goal 4. Encourage intergovernmental cooperation to foster a safer Harrison County.
A. Coordinate efforts to educate residents about hazard risks in the area.

B. Cooperate with the Harrison County Utility Authority and other governmental units to meet
infastructure needs.

C. Coordinate with other local governments in Harrison County to explore renewable energy options
for the region.

D. Coordinate interngovernmental resources to meet the needs of all roadway networks.
E. Coordinate state and local protection of water quality.

F. Ensure safe access to Harrison Counyt recreational opportunities.

G. Regularly remove debris to restore floodways and reduce disruptions of services.
Goal 5. Enhance the built environment to create opportunities for healhty living.

A. Coordiante with the cities and school districts to create a Harrison County Land Bank.
B. Support the Harrison County Trail Working Group.

Goal 6. Promote collaboration with organizations in the region to enhance tourism.
A. Create a cohesive vision for development of nature based recreation in Harrison County.

B. Create regional partnerships and opportunities for enhancement and promotion of nature-based
recreation in Harrison County.

Do Not
Priority Support
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C. Partner to enhance the appearance of roadways. 8 0
Goal 7. Governing bodies on the Gulf Coast should partner to ensure regional, long-term fiscal health. _
A. Eliminater overlap of public services. 7 0
Do Not
Fiscal Plan Priority Support
Goal 1. Support informed decision making on costs and revenues associated with future development.
A. use fiscal analysis of existing land uses to guide future development decisions. 6 0
B. Utlize best fiscal management practices for rural counties. 5 0
Goal 2. Ensure sufficient revenue to support the appropriate level of services based on citizens’ _
preferences.
A. Maintain rural character in Restricted (G-1) sectors. 10 1
B. Promote development in designated growth areas. 3 0
C. Ensure future land use revenue supports the desired expansions of services. 5 0

Coordinate local development plans with
plans for added amenities on the beach.
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