








proposed to manage the increased demand for potable water
associated with this growth. In addition to supplementing
the available supply from cities, communities, and current
water service providers in Harrison County, the proposed
regional water system would be able to handle anticipated
demandsinareas of projected growth within the county. The
proposed system would provide supply and transmission
along the major transportation corridors and the principal
county transportation routes. Several projects across the
county, including projects in unincorporated areas (see
Table B-45), have been recommended for allocation as part
of the Mississippi Gulf Region Water and Wastewater Plan.>"

Stormwater

Flood control, drainage, and stormwater
management within the county are accomplished by
means of various man-made and natural channels, basins,

reservoirs, and dams. There is no centralized or connected

storm sewer system. Approximately 800 miles of streams
and open channels and 1,600 miles of roadside ditches
and swales, compared to only 11 miles of pipes, carry
water from land to various receiving bayous (see Figure
B-57), streams, and rivers. Harrison County is drained by
the Coastal Rivers drainage area, which includes portions
of seven different watersheds. Most of the Coastal
Streams drainage basin drains into the Wolf River (see
Figure B-58), which discharges into the Bay of Saint
Louis, and the Biloxi River, which discharges into the
Biloxi Bay.

As rebuilding proceeds post-Katrina, an increase
in population is expected due to various types of
development occurring throughout Harrison County.
This development will lead to more impervious surface
area and, thus, an increase in stormwater runoff.
The Harrison County Utility Authority has outlined
stormwater system requirements in regards to issuance

Figure B-50. Harrison County historical water consumption (million gallons per day).

Sonrce: Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

Figure B-51. State Highway 67 is currently under
construction.

Source: Nate Leppo

Figure B-52. The new Biloxi transit center.

Source: Megan Dunton

Figure B-53. A CTA bus and trolley are making a
stop at Lighthouse Station

Source: Coast Transit Authority

Figure B-54. This bicyclist is heading south on

Menge Avenue in DeLisle.
: . } .

Source: Megan Dunton

Figure B-55. The Gulf Coast’s first bicycle lane
is located on State Highway 605.

Source: Dottie Machen
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of permits; stormwater system design, construction, installation, and

operation; storm water quality and quantity; flood management design;

and implementation of best management practices to control runoff.’”
encroachment into the floodplains can increase the efficiency and
effectiveness of the existing and natural stormwater system.

\ ___! Unincorporated Harrison County Wastewater
Harrison County Highways The Harrison County Utility Authority operates nine wastewater
: Rellant Energy Resources Corp. treatment facilities: D’Iberville, West Biloxi, Keegan Bayou, Gulfport

South, Gulfport North, Long Beach/Pass Christian, West Harrison (see
Figure B-59), Eagle Point Lagoon, and East Central Harrison County.
Discharge at these plants ranges from 0.2 to 11.7 million gallons per day.
In areas where sewer service is not available, residents and
businesses must install and operate individual on-site wastewater treatment
and disposal systems, usually consisting of septic tanks and absorption
fields located on the property and regulated by the Mississippi Department
of Health (MDH). MDH specifies how large a site must be to support
septic based on the condition of the land and the land’s ability to filter
effluent. These systems fail when not maintained properly, when absorption
fields become clogged, or when used in areas with unsuitable soils or high
water tables. When soil conditions will not support effective operation of
septic tanks and absorption fields, residents must use aerobic treatment

systems, which are more complicated to operate and often fail due to lack
321

7% 55 / % Pt S NET of maintenance by homeowners.
% == CUIRRER Z _ R Prior to installation of onsite systems in subdivisions of 30 lots
: / s 1{,-/1—-_;7/ T 7 077 e s ; or greater, developers are required to demonstrate that sanitary sewers
//;/—'_' /‘4 /é 77 A O e L - are not economically feasible. The standard of proof for infeasibility
i ¥ f - =, .

T -'?-.

of sewer systems is often low, and the feasibility of constructing sewers
for a particular subdivision is often considered independently of other
neighboring subdivisions. The result is an overabundance of individual

-fi? - $h o EAES _ systems concentrated in particular areas; however, had these areas been
PLE T.;SﬁlNT*L . N evaluated as an entire development instead of independent subdivisions,
o @:\E‘ﬁ A sewers likely would have been considered feasible. Harrison County has
A more than 24,000 operating on-site treatment units. It is estimated that
5 012 4 6 8 more than 40 percent, or just over 9,600, of these individual systems fail,
-:T_ leading to a discharge of 1.9 million gallons per day of untreated sewage
into the environment. **
Wastewater infrastructure needs in Harrison County have to be
met before growth can be expected to continue at rates comparable to
Map B-18. Natural gas service in Harrison County those prior to Hurricane Katrina. The Mississippi Gulf Region Water and
Source: Southern Mississippi Planning and Develgpment District Wastewater Plan recommends several improvements in Harrison County,
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including projects in unincorporated areas for immediate rebuilding and future sustainable growth and development
(see Table B-45).

Solid Waste

The Harrison County Utility Authority is responsible for solid waste management. The Utility Authority contracts
with Waste Management for solid waste collection and transport to the Pecan Grove Landfill and Recycling Center.
This is the only active Municipal Solid Waste Landfill in Harrison County, and it is used to collect both commercial
and residential solid waste. The Pecan Grove Landfill is currently 177 acres, which is not expected to reach capacity for
approximately 15 years. Recycling services ate performed by Advanced Disposal.’*

Telecommunications

Bell South is the primary provider of land line telephone service in Harrison County. It owns most of the Wireless
Communication Service bands and offers Fast Access Internet service, including wireless broadband Internet access,
Wi-Fi, and WiMAX. These services, as well as digital television, are not available in all areas of Harrison County.

Cable One also provides telecommunication services in portions of Harrison County. These services include
cable television, digital telephone service, and high-speed, broadband internet. Broadband services are available to
residential and business customers within its entire service area. Voice-over-Internet Protocol (VoIP) service is offered
to a smaller portion of the Cable One service area. This technology allows voice calls to be made using a broadband
internet connection instead of a regular phone line.

Other telecommunication services offered are T-carriers, or high-speed digital networks, which are more often
used by medium-sized to large companies. This type of network is a cost-effective way of linking voice and data, both
inter- and intra-office. In Harrison County, AT&T is one of the leading companies that offers this service and others,
such as Point-to-Point (PPP) and Point-to-Point over Ethernet (PPPoE) services.!

Electric

Harrison County receives its electricity from Mississippi Power Company or one of its electric cooperatives,
cither Coast Electric Power Association or Singing River Electric Power Association (see Map B-17). Residential rates
range from 3.17 cents to 6.45 cents per kWh depending on the service area, season, and usage.”””* Electricity is not
provided to all individual properties, but it is readily available in commercial and residential development settings.

Natural Gas

CenterPoint Energy, Inc. (formerly Reliant Energy), headquartered in Houston, Texas, services a 203-square-
mile area in the southern portion of Harrison County (see Map B-18).**

(Endnotes)

Figure B-56. Water in Saucier is pro-
vided by Saucier Ultilities, a non-profit
rural water association.

Source: Megan Dunton

Figure B-57. Bayou Acadian.

o

B gy T ope SeGTHipo ot
Source: Megan Dunton

Figure B-58. The Wolf River.

Source: Megan Dunton

Figure B-59. West Harrison wastewter treatment
facility.

Source: Megan Dunton
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1 Data is not available for D’Iberville, Long Beach and Pass Christian for 2006 due to the significant damage as a result of Hurricane
Katrina.

2 Ibid.
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4 The estimated population was found by multiplying the total population estimate for 2006 by the estimated percentage of

individuals below the poverty level for 2006.
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