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The Sand Beach Department The Sand Beach Department provides maintenance services across the beach.
Source: Bobby Weaver

shoreline and tourism industry. With an average 

loss of approximately 100,000 cubic yards of sand 

over a twenty year period, beach replenishment was 

undertaken as a provision under a federal mandate 

to control erosion and keep funding sources. From 

1972 to 1973, the beach was replenished by barge 

and pumping to an average width of 260 feet.vi 

Replenishment was scheduled again in 1985, but was 

never undertaken due to concerns brought about 

within the 1986 Sand Beach Master Plan. Today, 

replenishment procedure requires a permit of the 

Army Corp of Engineers through an Environmental 

Impact Statement in accordance with the requirements 

of the National Environmental Policy Act. 

Tourism rebounded after 1990 when casinos 

came to the Gulf Coast. The floating barges off the 

beach in Biloxi and Gulfport brought significant 

numbers of tourists to the county each year. 

Hurricane Katrina devastated the county, but the 

rapid rebuilding of US Highway 90, the casinos, and 

beach amenities have minimized the loss of tourists 

to the beach.

Hurricane Damage

	 Hurricane Katrina was both the costliest and 

one of the five deadliest hurricanes to ever strike the 

United States. The maximum high water mark was 

27.8 feet in Pass Christian. The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) estimates that the 

storm surge was 24 to 28 feet in western Harrison 

County and 17 to 22 feet in the eastern part of the 

county. Beach erosion occurred along the coast.

	 Cat, West Ship, and East Ship Islands are 

located approximately 10 miles offshore and provide 

protection for the Mississippi Sound and Sand Beach. 

The barrier islands have lost land mass, in part from 

Hurricane Katrina and past storms. 

	 The beach is regularly renourished to replace 

sand lost through wind and water erosion. 

Transportation

	 US Highway 90 runs adjacent to the Sand 

Beach. US Highway 90 started as Beach Drive in 

the 1800s and connected the rural coastal towns 

in Harrison County. The state partnered with local 

governments to upgrade the roadway in 1908, which 

included placing shells along the road and building 

bridges. In 1925, the roadway was designated as US 

Highway 90. In 1926, a bridge was built over the Back 

Bay in Biloxi, which opened the roadway to more 

traffic. In 1927, the roadway became a 22-foot paved 

road between Gulfport and Biloxi. In that same year, 

a wooden bridge opened connecting Bay St. Louis 

with Henderson Point. In the 1940s, Harrison County 

expanded US Highway 90 to four lanes.9 

	 In the 1970s and 1980s, parking bays were 

added as part of the reconstruction of the Highway 

following Hurricane Camille. In the 1990s, the 

roadway was expanded to six lanes in Biloxi.10 The 

highway is currently being reconstructed following 

Hurricane Katrina. US Highway 90 is a State Scenic 

Byway.

	 Prior to Hurricane Katrina, an eight-mile 

wooden boardwalk ran along the beach. The 

boardwalk was segmented, with sections generally 

12 feet wide and some sections that were nine feet 

wide. This boardwalk was designed for pedestrian 

use only.11 The Hurricane destroyed the boardwalk.

1986 Sand Beach Master Plan	

In 1984, at the request of the Harrison County 

Board of Supervisors, Sand Beach underwent a 

master planning process under the direction of the 

Mississippi Department of Wildlife Conservation, 

Bureau of Marine Resources. Under the guidance 

of an appropriated Executive Policy Council and 

Technical Advisory Council, a consortium of design 

and research professionals addressed key issues by 

creating policy strategies. These strategies addressed 

directions in shore line protection and erosion 

control, maintenance, recreational development, 

traffic and parking, and access, and also helped in the 

establishment of a funding and capital improvements 

program.

The development of management category 

units was also established to delineate beach activity 

and to determine levels of development appropriate 

within each unit. Area specific proposals were included 

to further define policy strategies and proposed 

development actions. The 1986 Master Plan was 

responsible for the founding of the Harrison County 

Sand Beach Authority, an Erosion Control Task Force, 
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and the establishment of administrative positions and partnerships for 

the management of the 26 miles of beach. The 20-year plan included a 

three phase implementation program that identified project timelines 

and organization of priorities for immediate, intermediate, and long-

term actions. 

Relevant Legal Rulings

	 Harrison County completed the Sand Beach in 1952.  Between 

that time and 1963 there were a series of incidents where the public was 

not fully able to enjoy the beach. As a result of civil rights protests, the 

United States government sued Harrison County in 1960 for failure to 

assure perpetual public use of the beach based on its 1951 contract with 

the federal government. The ability of the County to provide full public 

access to the beach was limited by the Harrison County v. Guice case.   

	 Guice, a land owner, sued Harrison County claiming that she was 

the owner of the beach and that the beach was constructed for shore 

protection and not for public access and recreation. The Mississippi 

Supreme Court found that the state is the “owner of lands in the beds 

of its shores over which the tides of the sea ebb and flow,” and that 

the State holds the title to all lands below mean high tide as trustee for 

the people. That said, the State Supreme Court found that Guice had a 

littoral property right and therefore awarded the beach to the adjacent 

upland property owner. 

	 The US Court of Appeals in US v. Harrison County ruled that the 

County’s contract with the federal government was valid and that the 

beach must be maintained by the County for public use. The County 

had the authority to maintain the beach under State Acts of 1924 and 

1948 and that Harrison County had assumed the 1951 contract and had 

to enforce that contract. The Court of Appeals found that the ruling in 

Harrison County v. Guice was contrary to Section 90 of the Mississippi 

Constitution which prevents the donation of land belonging to or under 

contract of the State to private individuals.

Attorney General Cox clairified public access to the beach. The 

Cox ruling protects public access to the beach, as long as  access does 

Citizen Survey

At the two Ideas Forums, community members received an 

opinion survey focusing on economic development, fiscal choices, safe 

communities, outdoor recreation, and healthy communities. Copies of 

the survey were also made available online for those unable to attend the 

meetings. Several survey questions focused on the Sand Beach including 

the following answers, tabulated from the 175 surveys submitted as of 

May 25, 2008. 

What natural amenity do you think is most likely to attract tourists?1.	

Natural Amenities – Tourists 

A clean beautiful well maintained landscape

Aesthetically pleasing, attractive beach

Amusement park

Beach (5)

Beach, waterways

Boating, fishing

Clean beaches (2)

Deep sea fishing

Clean beaches, planting

Clean beaches, restrooms

Clean grounds

Clean white sand beach.

Dirt bicycle riding/no casinos

Eliminate trash and litter, better roads

Fishing

Forests, trails

Gulf, beach, weather

Landscape of the coast and roadways

Mississippi Sound

Nicer homes, zoos, aquariums, video arcades, malls, old time street 

look

None - beach water is too nasty

not interfere with the littoral rights of the adjoining land owners. For 

example, littoral rights include the enjoyment, without unreasonable 

interference, of access to the water for swimming, bathing, boating, 

fishing, and other customary aquatic pursuits. The plan recommends 

that new facility development be focused in areas within the public right-

of-way and extensions of the public right-of-way across the Sand Beach.  

Additionally, facilities should be located across from other publically 

owned land. 

Public Involvement

	 Harrison County in 2008 began the master planning process. The 

County hosted two Ideas Forums, numerous stakeholder meetings, and 

many individual discussions and interviews with citizens, organizations, 

and businesses. In addition, the County has hosted an ongoing 1-800 

number and an online discussion board for citizens to engage in 

dialogue. 

Ideas Forums 

	 The Ideas Forums were conducted to provide for public input into 

the planning process for the revision of the Sand Beach Master Plan as 

well as the update to the Harrison County Comprehensive Plan. Citizens 

of Harrison County were invited to share their suggestions for the county 

during two Ideas Forums held March 18-19, 2008. These forums included 

several activities designed to obtain ideas from citizens on how to make 

Harrison County and its Sand Beach even better in the future. The 

meetings were held at Woolmarket Civic Center and Western Harrison 

Civic Center and had a combined attendance of 100 people. Citizens 

were invited to share their ideas about the Sand Beach. This included 

identifying where they typically visit the beach and where amenities and 

natural areas should be located along the beach. 
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Parks and water

Preservation of native, natural greenspace

Sand Beach (2)

Sand Beach, natural preservation, many water activities

Save our live oaks

The water on the beach is dirty

Theme park, activities for families

Water 

Water access

White sand beaches maintained

Wildfire

What natural amenity needs to be marketed better to reach its full 2.	

potential as a recreational tourist attraction?

Natural Amenities Marketing for Tourists

Backwaters

Barrier Islands

Bayous

Beach (2)

Beach, it’s destroyed and water not worth swimming.

Biloxi

Camping

Culture and history

De Soto National Forest

Ecotourism in our backwaters

Edgewater mall, beach, buildings

Family beach areas

Fishing (3)

Fishing piers, boat launches

Forests, country

Improved access and recreational amenities along the watershed

No Wal-mart

None

Plan Feedback Stakeholders groups met throughout the planning process to 
provide input on the Sand Beach Master Plan. The results of this feedback have been 
integrated into this plan. 

Source: Sarah Landers

Not sure.

Park and family areas, family activities on the water

Parks

Provide for more family activities and attractions

Riverine ecosystems

Rivers

Sand Beach (4) 

Water activities, salt and fresh boating

Weather

Wolf River (2)

To what degree do you support or oppose the following (check one 3.	

response for each issue):

Disaggregated Results

Percentage 

Strongly 

Support

Percentage 

Support

Percentage 

Neutral

Percentage 

Oppose

Percentage 

Strongly 

Oppose
Additional parking facilities south of the seawall 8.7 31.9 22.9 23.0 13.4

Additional restrooms in high use areas on the beach 33.9 52.9 9.9 2.2 1.1

Playground parks on the beach 32.6 35.7 20.2 11.4 0.0

Add large open air pavilions for large beach events 30.7 41.1 16.6 10.3 1.2

Add small covered pavilions through the beach to offer shade and 

shelter
31.9 47.3 14.4 5.5 1.0

Develop handicap access parks on the beach 35.0 49.0 12.7 3.3 0.0

Aggregated Results 

Percentage 

Support

Percentage 

Neutral

Percentage 

Oppose
Additional parking facilities south of the seawall 40.6 22.9 36.4

Additional restrooms in high use areas on the beach 86.8 9.9 3.3

Playground parks on the beach 68.3 20.2 11.4

Add large open air pavilions for large beach events 71.8 16.6 11.5

Add small covered pavilions through the beach to offer shade and 

shelter
79.2 14.4 6.5

Develop handicap access parks on the beach 84.0 12.7 3.3
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Please give your perceptions of “coming to the beach” (mark as many as needed):4.	

Perception Beach Arrival Percentage
Access to the beach is easy 78.3
Access to the beach is difficult 21.7

Mark all the words that you believe apply to the beach:

Pleasant (32)

Clean (12)

Too open (3)

Sheltered (1)

Safe (9)

Just right (5)

Too varied (2)

Too uniform (7)

Exciting (1)

Calming (29)

For residents (15)

For tourists and visitors (26)

Connected to the community (14)

Disconnected to the community (7)

When I think of the beach:

It is a lovely picture in my mind (14)

It relaxes me (21) 

How often do you go to the beach?5.	

Beach Attendance Percentage
Daily 2.6
Once or more a week 19.2
Once a month 12.8
2-3 times per month 12.8
4-6 times per year 29.5
Once a year 23.1

When do you go to the beach? (If it varies, indicate all times you are most likely to be there.)6.	

Month

Response 

Early 

Morning, 

Before 10 am

Response 

10-2 pm

Response 

Lunch Time

Response 

2-5 pm

Response 

5-8pm

Response 

8 pm+ 

(Stargazing)
January 0 4 7 5 2 1
February 0 4 7 5 2 1
March 2 6 2 7 3 1
April 2 6 2 7 3 1
May 2 7 3 5 7 4
June 2 10 2 6 8 6
July 3 9 3 7 7 7
August 2 5 0 5 8 4
September 3 3 2 2 5 3
October 3 3 5 7 2 2
November 1 2 4 6 2 0
December 0 2 6 4 2 1
Year 1 0 0 0 3 0

Stakeholder Input

	 The Sand Beach meeting had a variety of stakeholder groups, including local, non-profit organizations 

and the general public. Following an introductory presentation, the participants were given an overview of 

the beach and observations by the Sand Beach team. The team presented the stakeholders with questions 

regarding beach safety, current ecological issues, transportation and pedestrian crossings, significant places, 

permits, obstacles to rebuilding, impact of US Highway 90, visual quality, and beach patrol. The participants 

then identified obstacles for beach development, such as extension of the shoreline, parking, reconstruction 

of piers to pre-Katrina condition, drainage issues, and the impact of commercial development and the gaming 

industry along this corridor. 

	 Stakeholders raised a variety of concerns that will be addressed within the comprehensive plan. A primary 

concern was beach safety enhancement, with lifeguards for swimmers, coordination of law enforcement 

along the beach, and addressing concerns in a timely manner for all individuals. Pedestrian and vehicular 

transportation needs to be enhanced for access, recreation, and safety. Stakeholders expressed a desire for a 

signagel system, safe pedestrian crossing, and the creation of a bicycle path. In order to create more tourism, 

the integration of history and the creation of community events to draw residents and tourists to the County 

are needed. The rebuilding obstacles include obtaining insurance for structures, continuing ongoing water and 

sewage repairs, and minimizing sand beach erosion. The team will review the information collected during this 

stakeholder meeting. The information will be refined into specific goals, strategies, and actions for the Sand 

Beach Master Plan. 
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	 In addition to the Ideas Forum, Citizen Survey, and Stakeholder innput, the team conducted a survey 

of beach goers on March 15th and 16th, 2008. The 13 question survey completed by County residents, visitors 

and    tourists in relatively equal proportions. On June 22nd, the same survey was given to beach users to verify 

the results of the March survey.

	 Analysis of the March survey revealed that roughly 80 percent of beach goers used a car to get to the 

beach while 12 percent walked. Eighty percent of beach goers thought that access was easy while about 40 

percent of visitors indicated they did not park in legal parking spaces. Beach goers indicated strong support for 

additional   infrastructure improvements like restrooms, shower facilities and shelters. More than 60 percent 

of beach goers were supportive of efforts to create sand dunes along the beach. In June, 93 percent of beach 

goers drove to the beach compared with 80 percent in March while the share of those who walked dropped 

from 12 to 3 percent. Eighty seven percent of beach goers thought that access was easy in June, a seven 

percent   increase from March. In June, a higher share of respondants indicated they parked in legal parking 

spaces than in March. Beach goers in June had an even higher degree of support for  additional infrastructure 

improvements than respondants in March. Seventy seven percent of respondants were supportive or strongly 

supportive of the creation of Sand Dunes in June, exceeding the measure of support amongst respondants in 

March.

1A. What do you call this section of the beach?
March June

Qualitative Measure     Percentage Percentage
answer refers to a place, city, or landmark? 43% 50%

1B. What is its significance to you?
      March June
Qualitative Measure     Percentage Percentage
answer refers to a place, city, or landmark? 37% 21%

2. How do you feel about the Beach?
      March June
Feeling     Percentage* Percentage*
Really Like 46% 24%
Like 38% 53%
Neutral 12% 13%
Dislike 1% 7%
Really Dislike 3% 0%
No Response     1% 3%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

3. How do you feel about the Water?

      March June
Feeling     Percentage* Percentage*
Really Like 10% 6%
Like 31% 36%
Neutral 24% 31%
Dislike 23% 17%
Really Dislike 11% 6%
No Response     1% 4%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

4. How often do you come to the beach?
      March June
Frequency     Percentage* Percentage*
Daily 9% 7%
Once or more a week 19% 16%
Two to three times a month 13% 14%
Once a month 8% 9%
A few times a year 35% 33%
Rarely if ever 15% 21%
(No Response) 1% 0%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

5. When do you go to the beach?
Season: Spring Summer Autumn Winter
Survey: March June March June March June March June

  Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage Percentage
Early Morning (before 

10A.M.) 15% 16% 23% 27% 8% 10% 4% 6%
10 A.M. TO 2 P.M. 28% 31% 38% 56% 15% 16% 7% 10%

Lunch 29% 19% 36% 32% 16% 8% 10% 5%
2 P.M. to 5 P.M. 32% 23% 38% 37% 20% 15% 11% 8%
5 P.M. to 8 P.M. 24% 10% 33% 19% 9% 6% 6% 5%

8 P.M. on (stargazing) 13% 8% 17% 15% 8% 6% 6% 3%

6. Are you:
      March June
Category     Percentage* Percentage*
[A] Resident of Harrison County 30% 30%
[A] Visitor from surrounding area counties 33% 27%
[A] Tourist 36% 40%
(No Response) 1% 3%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%
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7. How far did you travel to come to the beach?
      March June
Distance     Percentage* Percentage*
Less than one mile 18% 7%
One to 10 miles 20% 20%
10 to 30 miles 8% 9%
30 to 100 miles 19% 31%
Over 100 miles 34% 33%
(No Response) 1% 0%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

8. How did you get to the beach?
      March June
Distance     Percentage Percentage
Walk 12% 3%
Bike 1% 0%
Motorcycle 1% 1%
Car 80% 93%
Bus 3% 0%
Other 2% 1%
(No Response) 0% 1%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

9. If you drove, where did you park?    
Results from March survey   Results from June survey
at beach house on the side [at a] hotel
beach on the side of the road (2X) [at] mom’s house
beach side road parking inlet 50 meters from spot
Beauview parking lot (12X) at old marina
before the storm - at the parking lot parking lot next to beach beach road
boat & trailer parking parking spaces by the beach
by beach (7X) parking spot by the road
by lighthouse Pass Christian - Shaggy’s highway 90
camp hope (2X) Pass Christian Harbor (2X) mall
close as I can get - not the harbors Pass Christian Marina near the beach
harbor Pull-off (19X) No Response (12X)
Henderson Point (4X) Pull-off lot (3X) on beach (2X)
hotel (3X) right near the beach on road (2X)
in front right on the street on street (2X)
in front of beach (2X) roadway (9X) parking (2X)
in the front roadway shoulder (2X) parking along beach
in the lot shoulder (3X) parking area
in the median side parking bay
little spot off the road side of beach parking lot (21X)
No Response (25X) side of road (4X) Pull-off (12X)
oak shores, walking distance side road of beach side of road (2X)
off street parking (3X) sidewalk Treasure Bay
off-street pull-off (2X) the pier within 50 meters

old construction Treasure Place
on street vacant lot
on the beach volunteer camp
on the median (2X) where the other cars do
on the road

10. Access to the beach is:    
March June

Feeling Percentage* Percentage*
Easy 80% 87%
So-So 17% 11%
Difficult 2% 1%
(No Response) 1% 0%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

Beachgoers In talking to beachgoers at Spring Break and dur-
ing the summertime, the planning team learned about their beach 
experience and suggestions for beach improvements.

Source: Eric Lowry
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11. What do you use the beach for?
Results from March survey   Results from June survey
all our friends come here partying bbq
any activity people watching bring kids
Blanket play (2X) cast net
Boating (2x) play in sand catch fish
Bodies playground chilling
Booze playing (2X) cookouts
bring my son playing (kids) day of relaxation
Bucket pleasure employment - sno ball stand
camping read enjoy
children play reading entertainment (2X)
Chill recreation (11X) family (2X)
Chilling relax (2X) family leisure
dog (3x) relaxation (13X) fish
drinking (6x) relaxing (21X) fishing (6X)
drinking with buds rest (2X) fun (2X)
enjoying resting games
enjoyment (2x) run get wet
entertainment running grand kids
everything sand castles hangout
exercise (3x) shopping jet skis (2X)
family fun sights layout (3X)
family purposes sightseeing (3X) leisure (2X)
Fish sitting (2X) nr (7X)
fishing (6X) sitting out ocean watching
fishing while family plays… some swimming peace of mind
…on beach sports people watching
floundering sun (3X) play in water
Football (7X) sunbathing (5X) playing
for my son to play sunning (2X) playing in water
frisbee (3X) sunning myself pleasure (2X)
fun (9X) sunset watching reading
fun in the sun! sunshine recreation (8X)
get a nice tan surfing relax (4X)
getting away from traffic swim (4X) relaxation (4X)
getting high swimming (9X) rent chairs
hang out (2X) swimming sports rent umbrella
hang out with friends (2X) tan (5X) rentals
hanging out (2X) tanning (7X) rest
have fun this is where we go when we … ride jet skis
jogging ...have nothing to do sailing
kids (2X) time away with son sight-see
kids having fun time to write in journal sit
kids play to feel good sit and hang out
kite boarding to have fun soccer
kite flying (2X) tourism spotting girls
laying around ultimate frisbee (3X) sun (4X)
laying out (4X) volleyball (6X) sunbathing (2X)

layout walk (3X) swim
leisure walking (10X) swimming (5X)
leisure watch children play taking the kids here
looking at hotties watch sunrise tan
lounging watching its beauty, birds, fish tanning (2X)
me and the dogs working to get tan or get wet
me time   vacation (3X)
my time with God   vending
nature   volleyball
not swimming   walking (4X)
party (3X)   walking with dog

12. Would you support developing a system of sand dunes for the beach?
(Can change views of the beach; Can help stabilize the beach.)
      March June
Measure of Support     Percentage* Percentage*
Strongly Support 29% 37%
Support 34% 40%
Neutral 24% 9%
Oppose 6% 7%
Strongly Oppose 2% 1%
(No Response) 6% 6%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding. 100% 100%

13. What improvements do you see as most necessary for the beach?
(number top three priorities)          

First Priority Second Priority Third Priority
March 2008 June 2008 March 2008 June 2008 March 2008 June 2008

Improvement Category Percentage* Percentage* Percentage* Percentage* Percentage* Percentage*
Infrastructure Improvements 46% 61% 25% 24% 18% 17%
Programmed Areas 18% 15% 26% 37% 23% 34%
Access 17% 7% 21% 24% 28% 29%
Natural Environment 14% 17% 18% 7% 13% 14%
Character/Identity 6% 0% 9% 7% 17% 6%
  100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
*Note: Percentages may not add up exactly to 100 percent due to rounding.
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Stakeholder Meetings

The Ohio State University was engaged in the 
planning process to create the Sand Beach Master 
Plan.  In order to create the blueprint for the beach, the 
planning team invited representatives from casinos, 
economic development agencies, elected officials, 
hotels, outdoor recreation providers and agencies, 
Sand Beach Summit members, the Harrison County 
Beautification Commission, and vendors to engage 
in an objective planning process. The planning team 
conducted interviews with these respondents on a 
variety of issues affecting the beach. Each group of 
stakeholders was asked a series of questions to provide 
feedback on the plan and the critical issues related 
to the beach. The stakeholders after receiving initial 
input were asked to provide feedback on the draft 
comprehensive plan in a series of follow-up e-mails 
and meetings.  Below is a summary of the stakeholder 
meetings. Overall, the stakeholder groups believe that 
beach amenities should be focused in high activity 
zones, the beach should be safe and well maintained, 
pedestrian access across Beach Boulevard should be 
improved, and wayfinding should be enhanced.

Casinos

	 The casino representatives believe that 
making improvements to the beach will mutually 
benefit both their visitors as well as visitors to the 
beach. Participants found that it was good to consider 
parking and access across US Highway 90.  The 
representatives like the idea for a bonfire park and 
believe one could be placed in each city.  This would 
be well used by conventions and meetings as a special 
event. Volleyball should be added in Biloxi and Pass 
Christian.  The wayfinding signage was well received 
and suggestions were made for adding an icon for 
the casinos such as dice or chips and for kayaking 
to Deer Island. The participants were interested in 
learning more about the recreational path.  They 
believe shade structures could be used for a variety 
of purposes, such as events, festivals, concerts etc.  
Their top priorities are the Bonfire Park, easy access 
and parking.

Economic Development

	 The Economic Development meeting invited 
economic development representatives to discuss 
the sand beach of Harrison County.  A facilitated 

discussion was based on the key elements of the master 
plan.  The stakeholders focused on the current needs for the 
beach to increase parking and provide good access.  They also 
focused on the importance of the beach experience, including 
gateways and visitors first impressions of the county and the 
beach.

Government Officials

	 Government officials gathered to review the proposed 
beach plan.  The leaders raised a number of issues, including 
how pedestrian crossings would be improved.  A number 
asked about lighting and wanted to make sure any lighting 
would be sensitive to residential areas.  Participants discussed 
the recreational path and the benefits for their residents and 
tourists.  The Bonfire Park was largely supported as a concept.  
Suggestions were made regarding memorials and unique 
destinations.  The reefs for fishing off the coast could be an 
attraction from the beach.  There was a request for more 
educational signage.  The wayfinding signage was supported.  
A suggestion was made to incorporate Turkey Pines.  

Gulf Coast Business Council

	 The Gulf Coast Business Council invited the County to 
present the draft plan to its members.  The members were 
supportive of the plan and look forward to the plan being 
implemented.

Heritage Trails

	 The Heritage Trails meeting included local, regional, 
and state level officials, as well as citizens interested in trails 
and outdoor recreation.  The meeting focused on the need to 
provide alternative forms of transportation for both recreation 
and commuting. 

	 Participants mentioned the legal challenges and 
challenges of creating access for the disabled. Participants want 
to make sure that people are able to have trails for exercise, 
including cycling, walking, and other types of recreation. 
The group believes there is a need to create a regional trails 
partnership that could be a non-profit organization. The 
organization could post a website showing locations of trails.  
They could also pursue a campaign which could include public 
service announcements. The group suggested the creation of 
a signage plan to allow visitors to easily find trails. 

Hotel/Motel/Condominium

	 The Gulf Coast Hotel and Motel Association met to 
discuss the master plan.  Members strongly support improving 

access across US Highway 90, adding parking, and the addition 
of a recreational trail.  Participants thought their visitors 
would use a bonfire park.  There was a mix of opinions about 
memorials on the beach. Participants want to see benches, 
gateways, playgrounds, and signage. 

Outdoor Recreation 

	 The Outdoor Recreation meeting invited local, 
regional, and state recreational stakeholders to identify 
outdoor recreation activities as well as barriers to outdoor 
recreation for local residents and tourists, to discuss natural 
resource preservation potential, and to identify opportunities 
for increased outdoor recreation activities. The team 
divided stakeholders into two groups and presented them 
with questions regarding residents’ and tourists’ outdoor 
recreational activities, the role of preservation of natural 
resources in recreational amenities, limitations to outdoor 
recreational activities, the role of subdivision regulations when 
new development occurs, and the impact of these regulations 
on outdoor recreation.  Participants raised key issues, 
including advertising local outdoor recreational opportunities 
to residents and tourists, lack of coordination between groups 
and duplication of efforts, lack of quality amenities, and safety 
issues.  

	 The stakeholders expressed support for the creation 
of promotional materials, such as maps and signage, and the 
creation of a tourist center for residents and tourists to obtain 
information.  The county has an abundance of natural resources 
that should be identified and secured through negotiation 
with private landowners.  Accessing outdoor recreation is 
key to enhancing and expanding facilities within the area.  In 
terms of new development, developers should be required 
to have park set asides and to install swales to replace curbs 
and sidewalks for walkability.  Improving the beach and fishing 
areas, improving profitability of golf courses, and creating bird 
watching areas and boat harbors were also discussed during 
the meetings.  The stakeholders provided feedback on the 
location of trails for a county-wide trail system, including along 
the beach.

Sand Beach 

The Sand Beach meeting had a variety of stakeholder 
groups, including local, non-profit organizations and the general 
public. Following an introductory presentation, the participants 
were given an overview of the beach and observations by the 
Sand Beach Team.  The team presented the stakeholders with 
questions regarding beach safety, current ecological issues, 
transportation and pedestrian crossings, significant places, 

Stakeholders Throughout the planning process, 
stakeholders, such as beach vendors, were consulted 
about what they want for the future of the beach. 

Source: Eric Lowry
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permits, obstacles to rebuilding, impact of Highway 90, 
visual quality, and beach patrol.  The participants then 
identified obstacles for beach development, such as 
extension of the shoreline, parking, reconstruction of piers 
to Pre-Katrina condition, drainage issues, and the impact 
of commercial development and the gaming industry 
along this corridor.

Stakeholders raised a variety of concerns that will 
be addressed within the comprehensive plan.  A primary 
concern was beach safety enhancement, with lifeguards 
for swimmers, coordination of law enforcement along the 
beach, and addressing concerns in a timely manner for 
all individuals.  Pedestrian and vehicular transportation 
needs to be enhanced for access, recreation, and safety.  
Stakeholders expressed a desire for a signal system, safe 
pedestrian crossing, and the creation of a bicycle path.  In 
order to create more tourism, the integration of history and 
the creation of community events to draw residents and 
tourists to the County are needed. The rebuilding obstacles 
include obtaining insurance for structures, continuing 
ongoing water and sewage repairs, and minimizing sand 
beach erosion.  The participants discussed the issue of dogs 
on the beach and the challenges of cleanup.  Participants 
discussed a variety of possibilities for a memorial. The 
wayfinding signs were well received with suggestions for 
additional signs. A suggestion was made to add grass in 
some areas on the beach for visitors that want to look at 
the sand, but not get in it. 

Vendors

	 Vendors expressed support for expanding the 
marketing of the coast and believe that advertising on 
websites can be very helpful. Participants were interested 
in learning more about the proposals for parking and 
culverts.  They noted that parking is needed between 
White Avenue and Porter Avenue because of the hotels 
and motels.  There is concern about the durability of 
restrooms and a need for better lighting.  Enforcement 
and cleanliness of the beach are critical issues.  

Draft Survey Results

The draft comprehensive plan was released for 
public comment beginning May 15, 2008.  Citizens were 
invited to complete a survey and/or provide written 
comments on the draft plan.  A total of 94 people 
completed the online survey as of June 26, 2008 and many 
others submitted written comments.  The survey results 
and comments received can be found below and on the 
following pages.

1. At the citizens meetings for the Sand Beach citizens 
indicated that they would like to see a pedestrian 
and bicycle trail located along the beach. This plan 
proposes that a trail be constructed at the beach level 
and begin by connecting major activity locations and 
over time extending along the entire beach. Do you 
support the construction of a recreational trail along 
the beach?

Yes 84.5%

No 9.5%

Not Sure 6.0%
Other:

PERMANENT OF CONCRETE. NO MORE WOOD 
BOARDS. GERALD BLESSEY’S STUPID IDEA COST 10 
MILLION DOLLARS AND WAS DESTROYED NEARLY 
THE DAY IT WAS COMPLETED BY KATRINA. 

I walk and ride currently and do not see the need.

Do not agree with Beach level unless a heavy planting 
of sea grass separates the path and the beach - 
otherwise the path will continually be buried by 
drifting sand and unusable.

Too much sand at beach level blown by wind

Only if it is not made of wood. Flying debris is a 
problem

As long as it’s not wood to turn into battering rams 
in a flood.

2. Sand Beach stakeholders have raised concerns that 
the beach is not easily accessible to those visitors with 
disabilities. The plan proposes to create accessible 
points along the beach with ramps leading from US 
Highway 90 down to the beach level and creating 
paths down to the water to allow those with a stroller, 
walker, or wheelchair to access the beach and water. 
Would you support the increase in accessible points 
along the beach?

Yes 68.2%

No 20.0%

Not Sure 11.8%
Other:

There are current access points available.

Accessibility AND parking/transit from parking

Issues of sand and heavy equipment to damage the 
ramps

Put at major locations, Courthouse RD pier, Gulfport 
and Biloxi Harbors, if sand beach dept. puts back public 
showers and restrooms it should be handicapped 
accessible

Accessible points, yes. More accessible points, no.

Well-designed, stable & aesthetically pleasing!

THIS IDEA IS NONSCENSE. I HAVE SYMPATHY FOR 
HANDY CAPS BUT I DON’T SEE THEM ON CALIFORNIA 
BEACHES. IT CREATES A BEACH MAINTENANCE 
PROBLEM TOO.

3. US Highway 90 presents the first view of the beach for 
many visitors. The plan proposes to make improvements 
along US Highway 90 to improve the visual appearance 
of the beach corridor, including landscaping, street 
furniture, bus stops and other streetscaping elements. 
Do you support the enhancement of the US Highway 
90 corridor?

Yes 90.7%

No 7.0%

Not Sure 2.3%

Other:

Leave the beach natural

With proper maintenance!

Please, get rid of that ugly orange fencing

The port is a major eyesore, why can’t a large concrete 
barrier with a decorative motif in relief be built to 
enhance the view so it will feel more like a resort 
destination than an industrial boulevard

Anything new would be a view obstruction

If it is well designed and not “kitschy”

4. Many citizens reported that it can be difficult at times 
to park at the beach. The plan proposes to increase 
the amount of parking by adding parking lots in high 
activity areas. Would you support the construction of 
additional parking lots?

Yes 70.7%

No 22.0%

Not Sure 7.3%
Other:

Please ensure landscaping and attractive lighting 
is provided to ensure the beauty of the beach is 
maintained and the parking lot appearance will be 
minimized.

I never see the beach parking totally full

As long as it is on the north side of the highway

Would alternative parking arrangements be 
considered rather than surface parking lots?

The parking should not be in residential areas of the 
beach

As long as just in high activity areas

MDOT has taken away parking along US 90 since road 
construction
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Not on the beach or beach side of highway

Need public transport and safe bike routes

Only in high activity areas where there would be 
maintenance

Please ensure landscaping and attractive lighting 
is provided to ensure the beauty of the beach is 
maintained and the parking lot appearance will 
be minimized. 

Only if they are sensitively designed. The ones 
now are not - they are ugly. They should be 
separated from the highway by a landscaped bed 
and surrounded on all sides by trees, to reduce 
their visual impact.

THE PROBLEM WITH THE BEACH IS THE POLICE 
OVER ENFORCEMENT OF LAW AND THE 
HARASSMENT OF CITIZENS. PRIOR TO OCTOBER 
OF 1986 THE BEACHES WERE PACKED. THE COAST 
WAS A DESTINATION FOR SPRING BREAKERS. 
THE COPS DUI’ED THEM AND 21 THEM OFF THE 
COAST AND KILLED OUR TOURISM ECONOMY 
TO THE POINT THAT THE BAPTIST WERE 
FINANCIALLY FORCED TO VOTE FOR GAMBLING. 
OUR DEMOGRAPHICS HAVE TOTALLY CHANGED. 
YOU’RE NOT GOING TO GET CASINO PEOPLE OUT 
OF THE AIR CONTITIONING AND ONTO THE BEACH. 
THE BEACH IS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEY ARE 
NOT COMING HERE ANYMORE OR EVER AGAIN. 
WATCH THE GRASS GROWING ON THE BEACHES, 
ESPECIALLY IN BILOXI. BILOXI COULD HAVE PAVED 
THE 10 FOOT WIDE SANDY STRIP BETWEEN 90 
AND THE SEAWALL. INSTEAD, UNDER GERALD 
BLESSEY, THEY ERECTED NO PARKING SIGNS AND 
TOWED CARS. “GREAT MARKETING STRATEGY”. 
“LOOK AT THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE DRINKING 
ON THE BEACH AND HAVING FUN...WE HAVE TO 
PUT A STOP TO THAT”. LIKE THEY ARE GOING TO 
TEAR UP THE SAND OR SOMETHING. THE COAST 
HAS A MILITANT LAW ENFORCEMENT. CITIZENS 
AND TOURIST HARDLY USE THE PARKING THAT 
EXISTS. THE GULF COAST WAS FOR DECADES 
WAS ABOUT VICE. PIRATES LIVED HERE BECAUSE 
THE COAST IS NOT SUITED FOR ANYTHING ELSE. 

THE HURRICANES WILL DESTROY WHAT EVER IS BUILT.
VICE IS WHERE ALL THE MONEY CAME FROM ON THE 
COAST AND STILL DOES. IT’S JUST WHITE WASHED TO 
BE RESPECTABLE WITH LEGAL GAMBLING VICE BUT THE 
BULK CAME FROM OPEN DRINKING, SEX, SMOKING, 
DOZENS OF STRIP CLUBS, HUNDREDS OF BARS AND 
NIGHT CLUBS AND LOTS AND LOTS OF DRINKING. IT’S ALL 
MORALLY LEGISLATED OUT WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT. 
IT’S NOT COMING BACK. IT WENT TO MIAMI, PENSACOLA, 
YOU NAME IT. “SIN CITY” IS LONG GONE FROM HERE. 
IT’S ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY AND PEOPLE ARE 
TRAVELING THERE. EXAMPLE: I’M NOT A HARLEY PERSON 
BUT THE BLOWOUT WAS HUGE, THEN THE SHERRIFF 
DEPARTMENT DUI ROADBLOCKED THE EVENT AND 
ARRESTED HUNDREDS OF TOURISTS AND NOT ONLY 200 
BIKES SHOWED UP THIS YEAR. COPS KILLED IT. IT USED 
TO BE WE HAD NEW CARS AND THE COPS HAD OLD CARS 
NOW WE HAVE OLD CARS AND THE COPS HAVE NEW 
CARS. THIS IS NOT LOS ANGELES. THIS IS NOT A COPS 
EPISODE. PEOPLE ARE AFRAID OF THE COPS. IF YOUR 
NOT, YOUR NEXT.

5. Sand Beach stakeholders stated that they would like to see 
a stronger identity for the beach. One way to achieve this is 
through consistent signage throughout the beach corridor. 
Would you support the development and placement of 
signage to help visitors find their way, offer explanations of 
what they see (such as education on birds or sand dunes), 
and directional signage?

Yes 70.6%

No 16.5%

Not Sure 12.9%
Other:

YOU ALREADY GAVE THE BEACH TO THE BIRDS. 

Leave it simple and natural

Keep it natural

Too many ‘prohibited’ signs; need a positive image if 
signage is used 

Prohibit giant, unattractive signs such as KEITH’S in PC.

Like the sample sign number 4 (umbrella) for sand beach 
signage

Very limited and small in size

6. Citizens and stakeholders requested that there be the 
addition of features to the beach that would create a sense 
of importance. One way to achieve this is the through the 
use of gateways located at major activity centers along the 
beach. Would you support the development of gateways?

Yes 47.1%

No 29.4%

Not Sure 24.7%
Other:

It is a beach, not Six Flags.

No, this would take away from the natural beauty of the 
beach

As long as they were limited in size and did not greatly 
affect the view

If good design is used. Don’t allow the local city works 
departments to build it

I’ve never seen a gateway on a beach, sound’s ridiculous

Waste of money

But only if they are real low key- certainly not like the 
photo of a gateway for Courthouse. That looks like Coney 
Island.

Especially signs indicating you are now in a new community 
(Long Beach for example) as well as any playground, park, 
downtown signs 

Sounds kitschy

Gateways. For what. You can’t drive on the beach. I don’t 
get it.

Yes, but don’t go overboard – no Atlantic City

7. The hurricane destroyed many of the historical 
markers on the beach. This plan proposes to replace 
lost markers. In addition, the plan proposes the 
development of a Hurricane Katrina memorial on 
the beach. Would you support the development of a 
Katrina memorial on the beach?

Yes 56.5%

No 32.9%

Not Sure 10.6%

Other:

No we already have several along the coast. 

Yes to markers, however there is already a Katrina 
Memorial in Biloxi

I could only support is as a similar historical marker to 
the others…Katrina should not be the only history of 
the coast, overshadowing all else!

It depends on where it would be located

Let’s not clutter the beach – place it elsewhere

It would be wonderful if each city along the coast 
could have its own memorial site/park

The coast needs a head stone. It’s dead and gone

8. Currently there are two types of storm water outfalls 
along the beach. Citizens reported that these do not 
look very nice. The plan proposes to create a box 
culvert that could be used as a fishing pier and for the 
open culverts that they be fenced to increase safety. 
Would you support the use of alternative culverts?

Yes 83.3%

No 8.3%

Not Sure 8.3%
Other:

These will be even more obvious and costly to 
maintain.
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Why does the coast want to fence everything in??

Native marsh grass plantings and sea oats in areas

You need to get rid of the culverts altogether. 
The runoff from the drainage pipes contains toxic 
chemicals and bacteria from Highway 90

The fences will look terrible culverts without fences

Also pain the street drainage points to develop public 
awareness of where drains let out

Box culvert/fishing pier yes. Fencing open culverts 
sounds high maintenance and unsafe.

Really love these ideas! Much much better than what 
we currently have

But NOT as proposed above! There should be NO 
untreated nonpoint source pollution diverted into 
the Gulf. This is the 21st Century! There should be a 
major project of “green” infrastructure to deal with 
water entering the Gulf. These could be naturalized 
areas or that otherwise support marine habitat and 
fishing facilities.

More expense and a maintenance nightmare for the 
next hurricane. But if you put a fence on it the copy 
will make more money arresting people that get near 
it. Duh. Besides, fishing? With Dupont dumping 2 
million gallons of dioxins a day into the Mississippi 
sound I’m not eating the fish or shell fish ever again. 
What fishing from beach piers? It’s to shallow and 
has no bottom structure to hold fish.

10. Citizens and stakeholders alike would like to see more amenities along the beach, including restrooms and 
seating. This plan proposes a variety of different amenities. Please indicate whether you would support each of the 
following:

Support Oppose Not Sure

Pavilions

81.0% 11.9% 7.1%

Playgrounds 58.5% 32.9% 8.5%

Water features (such as a sprayground) 66.7% 22.6% 10.7%

Restrooms 90.6% 7.1% 2.4%

Public Art on the beach

54.9% 31.7% 13.4%

Unique seating, lighting, and trash receptacles 89.4% 7.1% 3.5%

A bonfire park where visitors could come to sit by an 
organized bonfire(s)

60.0% 29.4%

10.6%
Other:

See #2 above

Pavilions depending on where and what type: Artwork what kind and where?? Bonfire permits can be obtained 
from city

Family amusement park a six flags

Please add landscaping to protect Hwy 90 from drifting sand. Restrooms would need some type of controls for 
cleaning & hours in service. Good quality, well-designed seating, lighting and trash should be sufficient - let’s 
not reinvent the wheel!

Keep in mind the cost of wind driven sand, etc. and residential areas

As long as their appropriate pavilion design and no chain link fences

Garden areas on the north side of Hwy 90 near the beach

Public showers, I walk the beach several times a week and the beach along the water line is always dirty. You 
need to address the issue of maintaining all these great ideas.

The Beach Sand Water is the playground!!!!

Dog parks

Only at limited locations with high activity

Small fire rings spread out along the sand for fires.

Citizen Meetings Citizens provided their suggestions 
for the beach at the Ideas Forum in March and through an 
online survey and two citizen meetings in June. 

Source: Eric Lowry
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Desperately need restrooms along the beach.

Commitment to maintenance, otherwise not 
in favor of anything. Also, key areas should be 
returned to their original environmental condition 
and naturalized habitat. This is not Florida.

As long as well maintained

Built it all out of thick, solid concrete to withstand 
the next hurricane or don’t waste the money on 
repeat contractors

Sand Volleyball courts, rollerblading path and 
one for bikes and people on the south side of 
seawall not near highway 90 traffic. Enable a 
parent with a baby stroller to safely travel from 
bridge to bridge. Add lights to volleyball court. 
Allow bike rental shops and misc vendors. Seek 
best practices from Los Angeles and San Diego 
bike/pedestrian paths and beach amenities.

I love the dunes and dark skies but some are 
concerned about safety even though I don’t think 
crime is that bad on the beach at night

11. The Draft Sand Beach Master Plan designates 
different areas of the beach as active, moderate 
and passive. We welcome any comments you may 
have about the location of these zones and any 
preferences you may have about where different 
types of facilities should be located.

In the front yard of the “citizens and stakeholders” 
who support these ideas.

In the front yard of the citizens and stakeholders who 
support these ideas

I do not agree with charging people to park on 
the beach, we as residents pay a 3% seawall tax to 
maintain the beach…why should we pay double.

Family activities

I think we should continue to set aside space on the 
beach as least tern nesting areas. Consideration should 
be taken that the portions of beach immediately 
adjacent to these nesting areas be designated as 

passive areas to allow for somewhat of a buffer zone. A few 
nests may occur in these buffer zones, so beach activity should 
be somewhat limited.

Biloxi is constructing a Lighthouse Park; a large area for both 
moderate & passive activities to compliment this installation 
on the beach would be nice.

Please keep it natural looking, with minimal facilities. Agree 
that there needs to be lighting and support like restrooms 
and some seating for visitors. Keep playgrounds and large 
structures north of 90. People go to beach to experience the 
natural beauty and plan should enhance this, not turn it into 
a waterpark with fountains and playgrounds. I have children 
and we go to the beach experience the quiet simplicity of the 
environment.

Biloxi as active, Gulfport to Pass Christian moderate and 
Henderson Point passive

Residential areas should be left undisturbed and the activity 
areas should be in the commercial areas.

Of course they seem to fit around the harbor areas but the 
water is usually more polluted around the harbor-maybe near 
the harbor and commercial areas but not adjacent to the 
harbor

Facilities should be located near the parking areas, the harbor, 
and near the condos.

Local residents use the beach too. Be sure that an appropriate 
% of beach meets local needs. Locals do not frequent vendors 
and so on. OK to have these near major hotels, but do not do 
this at expense of locals.

Do not put any of those boardwalks in front of the Scenic 
Highway in Pass Christian. They were a waste of money. I live 
there- no one ever used them. They helped destroy several 
homes on the Scenic Highway

The area at Japonica and Wisteria in Pass Christian are 
designated as Moderate. That should definitely be Passive

Keep the beach in as natural a state as possible. Continue to 
create more dunes to provide surge protection. This should 
never become a ‘Playground.” That only leads to problems 
with maintenance, trash and vandalism. Visitors should be 
encouraged to bring their own supplies and “Leave No Trace,” 
just as in the national forests.

Each zone should be specifically related to the character of the 

community it is a part of - and all the GC towns are unique. 
There should also be design that is unique to each, and their 
locations should be directly in line with public streets and in no 
case across from any private development that doesn’t offer 
shared public space. Gulfport/Biloxi should have more active 
playful and interactive uses such as water parks/playgrounds; 
Long Beach more fishing/moderate interventions, and the Pass 
more cultural and passive facilities. I highly support specific 
areas that should be naturalized back to their original, pre-
sand dumping state as “passive” areas. This would truly make 
us unique and “green” to attract the eco-tourist and be much 
more environmentally responsible. I would also like to see 
the county consider incorporating wind turbines in a strategic 
location or two to supply clean energy to the towns adjacent 
to them: Pass Christian and Long Beach are perfect for this as 
their needs are low, plus there is the campus at Gulf Park in LB 
that is planning to go green. In all cases, there should be public 
and private partners to gain buy-in and long term support for 
improvements. The county can’t do this on its own.

Active zones should be near harbors and parking areas. 
Pavilions should be in good taste as to design. Add an outdoor 
amphitheater so boats and people can attend and listen 
to concerts etc. Passive areas should be in front of sparse 
residential areas that are north of HWY 90. Each city has a 
harbor and this should be the high traffic areas. Each city has 
a pier area and these should be the moderate traffic areas and 
the other areas should be more passive.

“Homeless” and derelicts infest any Main facilities so I’m 
against any structures and enclosures

Do something with the old highway 90 section of Henderson 
Point such as creating a park for the residents of the area.

Zones should be located at points corresponding to avenues 
intersecting US 90 where traffic lights are planned.

Henderson Point is heavy use for Louisiana visitors, but is my 
favorite “wild” part of the beach so if you can focus areas as 
active but leave other areas west of Cedar Ave unimproved 
that would be great...will the “dunes” at west end of beach 
by the condos be back? Best place to watch the sunset in the 
state! I’d like to leave some areas in PC for the terns if others 
agree. They add a unique dimension to the beach. How will 
you handle bonfires? That is a big part of the culture but may 
need some managing for cleanup

12. Please add any additional comments you may have about 
the Sand Beach Master Plan.

Where is the money coming from to build and maintain 
these proposed features? We can’t even pay for rebuilding 
our roads and schools. P.S. This survey was biased to those 
who support this plan which questions the subjectivity of 
this survey.

Fun family activities

I would most definitely be opposed to any type of fee 
parking for beachgoers. We want to encourage visitation 
to the area. A trip to the beach should not be an added 
cost along with their lodging, dining, and entertainment 
(casinos, clubs, etc.). If they come to the beach, they are 
quite likely to purchase items they will use at the beach 
from local establishments. I feel with the cost of gas and 
the other expenses that might occur with a vacation some 
things should be free.

I believe we should incorporate a boardwalk area like 
Santa Monica with venders and amusement arcades and 
maybe even an area where people can skate.

I miss the boardwalk that Katrina destroyed. I’ve noticed 
the concrete sidewalks and I think the boardwalk added 
a wonderful touch to our beachfront that the concrete 
sidewalk just doesn’t have.

Pump in more and sand and expand beach blvd wider.

What about the development of dunes to control the sand 
that blows onto the highway?

The cost of upkeep should be one of the main concerns. 
To have a walkway at beach level would be a disaster 
because of the wind blown sand.

I enjoy the native grass/dune plantings the Biloxi students 
developed years ago. These types of native restoration 
plots should be located in each city to break up the man-
made beach scene an offer habitat for local wildlife.

Mark the Bayous and Streams that flow out to the gulf like 
Bear Bayou and Troutman Stream in Long beach

While I feel it is important to help the recovery of the least 
tern population, there should be a limit on the size of the 
area set aside. Any further expansion should be justified 
by a significant increase in the population of the birds and 
not just because one or two decide to nest outside the 
designated area...

Please be very careful about putting things on the beach 
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that will detach during a storm and become flying objects. 
Piers and wooden benches are a problem as are wooden 
running or walking paths

Thanks for all the hard work. Can’t wait for the Master 
Plan to be implemented.

The Sand beach department needs to focus on cleaning 
the high traffic areas. You have some great ideas. When 
the sun hearld starts running articles about the water 
being polluted it doesn’t matter how much money you 
spend on the beach. The negative articles run off the 
tourists. From what I’ve read the polluted water comes 
from the drainage pipes.

Please limit the palm trees and plant live oaks.

DO NOT BLOCK THE OPEN VIEW OF THE BEACH BY 
“FURNITURE, OTHER STRUCTURES” IF PEOPLE WANT 
A “PLAYGROUND” FOR THE KIDS, TAKE THEM TO MC 
DONALDS. THE BEACH IS THE PLAYGROUND.

Would like to have a dog park or stretch of beach (passive) 
where dogs could be walked.

Just be sure there is access to the beach for handicapped 
- and not too far apart.

I cannot stress the importance of returning some of the 
“fake beach” back to its natural habitat, which will provide 
us more protection, encourage alternative uses for the 
Gulf, and grow our opportunities region wide. There 
should be an open discussion about this sooner rather 
than later. Why has it not even been considered???

Wonderful work has been done. I would like to see more 
restroom areas in Long Beach - specifically at the end 
White Harbor Road, Trautman/Girard Ave, Jeff Davis Ave, 
Cleveland Ave and across from USM. The Long Beach 
harbor area would be a great Kite Surf destination also. 
Would also like to see safer pedestrian crossings at all the 
same areas as noted for public restrooms but especially 
at Jeff Davis Ave, Cleveland Ave and across from USM. It 
would be wonderful to see Paddling/Kayak Clubs along the 
coast. Each community could have one and there could 
be weekly regattas where each community competes. 
It is a great sport for all ages, is relatively low cost and 
our Mississippi Sounds presents the perfect waters for 
something like this to be a success year round. Thank you 
all for your hard work and terrific ideas. I sincerely hope it 
all becomes a reality!

GOOD LUCK.JUST DON’T LISTEN TO COPS FOR 
DEVELOPEMENT. IT’S LIKE LISTENING TO AN ACCOUNTANT 
ON DEVELPING BUSINESS.

I want to smoke my cigarette on the beach.

All new CONDO and Casino efforts should be REQUIRED 
to pay for and build and maintain the beach amenities via 
ordinance, etc. Add lights to the bike path but make it low 
level lighting. DO not add trees that will block views. I AM 
SO HAPPY YOU ARE DOING THIS WORK! The beach is the 
coast’s single biggest asset and if we plan for the best it 
will improve quality of life on the coast. Each dollar spent 
on the beach with a well thought out plan will have the 
biggest impact on quality of life over any other investment 
along the coast.

Maintain beach elevation at a lower level so High tides 
cover beach to seawall and lessen blowing sand.

Strong suggestion to clean up the beach every week with 
litter patrol. Also, to allow dogs on a leash; currently 
prohibited. And to ensure that beach erosion is corrected 
as it has in the past

Parking and restroom facilities at street intersections 
(Menge, Cleveland, Courthouse, etc.) should be placed to 
the left or right of the actual intersection so that when a car 
drives down the street toward the beach, the people see 
the open beach and water, not parked cars and buildings. 
I think this first view is important. As a resident, I would 
really hate to see it ruined. I appreciate that parts of the 
old wooden boardwalk damaged property during Katrina, 
but that is likely to happen anyway, and the proposed 
concrete walk is too hot to walk on barefoot, and also is 
not very visually for a beach scene.

Good plan - the beach is way more important to me than 
most other developments. Pavilion and ramadas are very 
useful since it gets so hot people leave the beach before 
they want to just to find some shade

Prevent gas stations from building on the beach or 
anywhere south of Beach Blvd. Refer to it is Beach Blvd. 
and not Hwy. 90. Thank you for your great work.

Written comments received by e-mail

I have just finished completing the survey on 
proposed beach amenities. I wanted to reiterate 
that a walkway/bikeway in the sand along the beach 
would truly enhance usage and enjoyment of the 
beach. A walkway along the rode would be less 
enticing because of the proximity of cars speeding by, 
and the possibility of an accident. There is a similar 
arrangement along the beach in Southern California, 
which is in great use. As evidenced by the walkers/
strollers/bikers along the Bay St. Louis Bridge – which 
is fabulous by the way – I feel certain this type of 
amenity would be in constant use. Oh – and make it 
accessible to less than agile people!

I think things look great and encourage the planning 
to proceed—-Seems the character of the county has 
been considered tremendously and like the signage 
idea—-Thank you so much for your ideas.

I was born and raised in Gulfport . . . currently live in 
Florida. All of my family still lives in Harrison County. 
I’ve been to the coast many times since Katrina and 
have seen all of the devastation. My suggestion to you 
is to have mile markers all along Hwy 90 as reference 
points for businesses, etc. A business . . . or resident . 
. . for example . . . can advise that they are located at 
Mile Marker 14.3 or MM 14.3 I’ve been to the Florida 
Keys a couple of times and that is how everything/
everyone is located . . . by Mile Marker . . . or MM. 
There were many times that I was traveling along 
Hwy 90 and did not realize where I was. I’m sure that 
this happens to people a lot. You can no longer use 
a former business as a reference point. Newcomers 
would not know what you were talking about. Thanks 
for listening . . . I hope this helps!

Add outdoor amphitheaters in Gulfport, Long Beach 
and/or Biloxi. Add sand Volley ball nets/courts with 
lights. Have a campaign for a bridge to bridge bike/
walking/roller blade path SOUTH of the seawall. 
Include lights, benches and ample new parking south 

of the Sea Wall. BTB Bridge to Bridge. Market the 
path to all ages and include the fact it will be safe for 
families, babies in strollers etc because there would 
only be about 10 traffic crossings in 26 miles of beach 
area from Bay St Louis Bridge to Ocean Springs Bridge. 
These crossings would be where the existing harbors 
are located or around the beach-side Casino locations 
(e.g. Island View Gulfport) Enable vendors to have 
small bike rental, and gift type stores along walk way  
Consider 2 funding sources—-Use the 2% “Seawall” 
tax to build and maintain the path. Require all (new 
?) Casino and Condo’s on the beach must help pay 
and construct and perhaps maintain the walk way. 
Perhaps do a volunteer program and ask all casino’s 
to help donate to the cause. Have the path be 12 foot 
wide and enable 2 way traffic. Consider marketing 
the BTB Walk Way with bill board ads, newspaper 
articles, WLOX/FOX 25 etc to get behind the plan 
to gain public support. Meet individually with each 
mayor in Harrison County and county supervisor to 
gain support for the endeavor. Set a goal date to have 
it completed….say 2012. Have pictures and drawings 
showing what it will look like. Have any new beach 
development design the walk way into their plans 
and then have them construct it prior to opening. 
(For instance if Jones Park master plan or any new 
building on the beach.) Seek volunteer efforts to 
construct the walkway near existing beach casinos. 
Seek City/County support for designing and installing 
portions of the walk way near all harbors. Once the 
BTB is started it will gain support to complete it. Seek 
local biking groups and companies for support. Note 
the efforts to rebuild the board walk on top of the 
seawall will be good but the entire path nears HWY 
90 traffic and does not easily accommodate safe 
travel from Bridge To Bridge. The walk way/ bike way 
described above would be at beach level SOUTH of 
the seawall.
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Goal/Strategy Priority
Do Not 

Support

Goal 1. Respect Existing Land Use Patterns.

A. Moniter land use patterns and adjust beach area activity zones over time. 16 0

B. Coordinate local development plans with plans for added amenities on the beach. 16 0

Goal 2. Create Diverse Destinations.

A. Locate beach amenities in appropriate activity zones 13 0
B. Enhance the wayfinding system. 12 1

C. Promote the protection and recognition of historic and cultural landmark through the 
placement of beach amenities. 11 0

D. Develop partnerships with municipalities, state and federal government, citizens, tourism 
operators and business organizations to ensure that the Sand Beach reaches its full potential 
as a tourism destination. 14 0

E. Integrate the Sand Beach as a destination in the Harrison County Heritage Trails 
Greenway/Blueway System. 15 0

F. Provide for unique beach experiences, improvements, and facilities. 10 0

G. Provide a safe and well maintained Sand Beach. 18 0

Goal 3. Support improved beach access for residents, visitors, and tourists.

A. Enhance transporation access to the Sand Beach. 13 1

B. Create a continuous path that links all beach facilities and access points that is usable by 
pedestrians and bicyclists along the 26-mile Sand Beach corridor. 20 0

C. Improve safe pedestrian access across US Highway 90. 19 0

D. Create beach destinations that are accessible to all. 14 0

E. Create a fee schedule for parking on the beach. 7 26

Goal 4. Committ to stewardship that will protect and conserve the coastline.

A. Encourage the development of sand dunes and other design improvements that mitigate 
wind-blown sand erosion and help protect the seawall. 17 2

B. Improve the safety and appearance of stormwater outfalls. 13 0
C. Partner with the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) and the Mississippi 
Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to improve the water quality of the Mississippi 
Sound. 18 0

D. Protect wildlife along the beach through the designation and signage of wildlife area. 14 1

Draft Sand Beach Master Plan Meetings

On June 19th and 21st, 2008 public meetings were 

held to review the draft sand beach plan. The meeting on 

the 19th was held at the West Harrison County Civic Center 

and the meeting on the 21st was held at the D’Iberville 

Senior Center. These meetings provided an opportunity 

for the citizens of Harrison County to provide feedback on 

the draft plan and assist in clarifying what the community 

wants for the future. Approximately 100 residents attended 

these meetings. Citizens participated in electronic voting 

and dot voting as described below.

Electronic Voting

	 Harrison County residents were asked to provide 

feedback on the degree to which they support the 

proposals in the sand beach plan. In the meeting on the 

19th electronic keypad voting was used due to a large 

crowd and at the meeting on the 21st general discussion 

was utilized with individuals providing their opinions on 

the key concepts.

Participants in the meetings were asked if they 

supported the concept of wayfinding signage.  Sixty two 

people participated in the voting, with 48 percent strongly 

supporting and 26 percent supporting the concept of 

wayfinding signage.  At the second meeting there was overall 

support for the concept.  Next, participants were asked 

whether they would support a memorial on the beach. 

Participants emphasized the importance of memorials for 

all hurricanes. Twenty-four percent strongly support and 

25 percent support this concept.  Participants were asked 

whether they would support the development of a bonfire 

park.  At the first meeting 20 percent strongly support 

and 15 percent support the concept, while 10 percent 

were unsure. Thirteen percent oppose and 43 percent 

strongly oppose this concept, demonstrating a wide mix 

of opinions, with a majority opposing in the first meeting.  

At the second meeting citizens expressed support for the 

concept. Those in opposition at the first meeting raised 

concerns about the current bonfire permitting system, the 

need for bonfire parks, and costs associated with operating 

a park. Participants were asked about whether they would 

support charging for parking.  Sixty-one percent strongly 

oppose and 11 percent oppose this concept. Because 

of the strong opposition, this recommendation was 

removed from the plan. There was overwhelming support 

for the concept of creating a recreational path along the 

beach with 79 percent strongly supporting and 7 percent 

supporting.  At the second meeting this concept was also 

strongly supported with some asking about how bicycles 

will be separated from pedestrians.

Dot Voting  

	 Citizens were asked to prioritize the strategies 

that they most support and indicate any that they do not 

support. Participants were provided with green dots which 

they were asked to place next to the strategies that they 

believe are the highest priority. They were also provided 

with red dots which they could use to vote for any strategies 

that they did not support. This is not a scientific poll, but 

is designed to identify issues the community views as 

especially critical. The feedback from the dot voting was 

used to refine the strategies that appear in the sand beach 

plan. The dot voting results are shown on the right. 
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